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With the April Number, Three Views of 
TINTERN ABBEY, to accompany Mr. Blashill’s 
Paper in last year’s Volume, will be issued for 
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MARGAM ABBEY. 
(Read on the Spot, August 1886.) 


THE sources from which we can gather the history of 
this fine old foundation are not many. The Annales de 
Margan, written on the spot, is a very perfect attempt 
at a general history of the country from 1060 to 1232 ; 
but the scantiness of the local information is indicated 
by the fact that these Annals do not even give a com- 
plete list of the Abbots who presided at Margam dur- 
ing the time of their compilation. The Itinerary of 
Giraldus Cambrensis, the various public records, and 
some ancient deeds in private hands, furnish us with 
glimpses of the life of the old monks; and most of these 
cross-lights have been focussed by Mr. G. T. Clark in 
his admirable Land of Morgan, and especially in his 
Contributions towards a Cartulary of Margam Abbey, 
printed in the Archeologia Cambrensis, 3rd Series, vol. 
xiii and vol. xiv. 

The question has often been and still is debated, 
whether Margam was a Welsh or Norman foundation ; 
and since the foundation-deed is lost, patriotic Welsh- 
men naturally espouse the former theory. The evi- 
dence, however, seems to be strongly in favour of the 
latter. Glamorgan, or, as it was originally styled, Mor- 
ganwg, after Morgan Hén (Morgan the aged), wha 
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2 MARGAM ABBEY. 


held kingly sway over it, was once known as the “land 
of the saints”; and it undoubtedly possessed colleges 
for learning and choirs for devotion long before the ad- 
vent of the Normans, the Saxons, or the Danes. We 
have still remaining to us the topographical names 
and the saintly traditions of Cadwg (Cadoxton), St. IIl- 
tud (Llan-Illtud-fawr), and St. Fagans. The Norman 
foundations of Neath, Margam, and Ewenny, there- 
fore, ancient as they are, can only claim to have re- 
placed earlier seats of learning and of Christian wor- 
ship. 

The Norman conquest of Morganwg was effected by 
Robert Fitzhamon in the time of William Rufus, and 
he was induced to undertake the enterprise by the gift 
of the honour of Gloucester, including lands in several 
of the adjacent counties, whence he drew men and 
means for the expedition. There seems to be no solid 
basis of fact for the popular tradition that Fitzhamon 
divided the whole of Morganwg among the twelve 
knights who formed his suite. On the contrary, there 
is abundant documentary evidence to show that several 
of the great Welsh families were left in possession of 
their estates after the conquest of the county. This 
was the case in Bro, or Lowland Morganwg ; at Avene, 
or Avan, now Aberavan and Cwmavan, where the de- 
scendants of Jestyn ap Gwrgant continued for cen- 
turies, It was also the case in Blaenau, or Upland 
Morganwg, where the family of Einion ap Collwyn re- 
mained attached to the soil of their fathers. 

When the conquering Robert Fitzhamon died in 
1107, Lord of Glamorgan as well as Earl of Gloucester, 
he left but one child, a daughter, Mabel, who was of 
course a great heiress. It is on record, in verse, that 
King Henry sought her hand in marriage for his ille- 
gitimate son. The lady, knowing her own worth, asked 
what name the suitor should bear; the King replied that 
he should be called ‘‘ Robert le Fitz le Roy”, and should 
be created Earl of Gloucester and Lord of Glamorgan. 
That settled the matter; the marriage took place; and 
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- MARGAM ABBEY. 3 


this bold and powerful noble, who was known as“ Robert 
Consul”, founded Margam Abbey in 1147, the last year 
of his life. His body was buried at Bristol, which was 
the head of the honour of Gloucester. 

The absence from Margam of the real founder’s re- 
mains, and the presence there of the bodies of the 
Welsh Lords of Avene or Avan, coupled with the large 
benefactions which Jestyn ap Gwrgant’s descendants 
made to the Abbot, caused them to be regarded as at 
least the secondary if not the primary founders of the 
Abbey. The Abbey was dedicated to St. Mary, and its 
name was variously written Morgan, Margan, and Mar- 
gam, in that happy time when as yet there were no 
School-Boards, and no plucking for unorthodox spell- 
ing. Margam was a great and wealthy foundation, 


_holding a prominent place among the Cistercian houses, 


and being itself the mother, it is said, of other similar 
religious communities. 

The Cistercians are a religious order under the rule 
of St. Benedict, and founded in 1098. The name comes 
from Citeaux (Cistercium), twelve miles from Dijon in 
France. The Cistercian Order became so powerful that 
it is said to have ruled almost all Europe in temporal 
as well as in spiritual concerns. Within a century of 
its foundation it numbered eight hundred rich abbeys 
in different countries in Europe; and many of these 
possessed several benefices, Morimond alone having 
seven hundred. The habit of the Order is a white robe 
or cassock, with a black scapulary and a woollen girdle. 
The nuns wear a white tunic, with a black scapulary 
and girdle. The Order began by practising great auster- 
ity. The fare was rude and scanty, limited during a 
portion of the year to one meal a day. Silence was 
enforced in their monasteries. In government they 
followed the reform of Stephen Harding, the English 
monk, who brought about, instead of the indepen- 
dent sovereignty of the abbot of each monastery, a 
community of interest and rule, and of elective power 
to the higher appointments, between the mother and 
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4 MARGAM ABBEY. e 


daughter monasteries of the Order. This worked better 
than independence, and it eventually resulted in the 
freeing of the monasteries from episcopal visitation and 
superintendence. 
-"“ With respect to intellectual culture and influence”, 
says one authority, “the Cistercians are not in the 
front rank. Devoted to worship, to penance, to con- 
templation, and to culture of the soil, the Order has 
not shone so brightly as others in scholarship. The 
Cistercian monks undertook the revision of the Bible; 
and in their Scriptorium many a valuable book was 
copied, and good libraries were founded, though their 
MSS. were less artistically ornamented than those of 
other Orders.” 

But the Cistercians were highly popular. The Order 


extended to, and so joined, both ends of the social , 


scale. St. Bernard and the thirty novices who joined 
him were all of noble birth; and there is a record 
of fifteen young German princes joining at one time. 
But there was room within Cistercian walls also for 
the poor and uneducated. Such as could not be choir- 
brethren might be lay-brethren, and were set to till 
the fields. This association of the poor labourer with 
a rich and learned Order no doubt tended to the eman- 
cipation of the poor from the serfdom in which the 
feudal system held them. 

Margam was richly endowed not only by the Earl of 
Gloucester, the founder, and his son William, but also 
by their successors in the lordship, the De Clares, the 
Despencers, etc., and other Normans, and further by 
the Welsh lords left on the soil. 

The list of benefactors is a long one, though not 
complete. It includes among the donors the names of 
the burgesses and freemen of Kenfig; Morgan ap Einon; 
the Scurlages of Scurlage Castle, Gower; the Umfra- 
villes; the Bonvilles of Bonvillstone ; the Knights 
Templars, forty acres; Morgan ap Cradoc; Hugh of 
Llancarvan; Morgan Gam; Rees Goch; Thomas de 
Avene; Galfridus Sturmy, whence the present Stormy; 
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MARGAM ABBEY. 5 


Grono ap Bleth; William Frankelein ; Grono ap Sey- 
sil, etc. 

Margam Abbey existed for four hundred years, a 
period as long as, and probably involving nearly as 
many political and social changes as have passed be- 
tween our own day and the accession to the English 
throne of Henry VII, the first of the Tudors; and 
during these four centuries it, no doubt, passed through 
many vicissitudes, the history of which is now irrecover- 
ably lost, if it was ever written. Leland says the 
Abbey possessed the right of sanctuary,—a rare privi- 
lege granted by the Normans to their inveterate foes 
in Wales. But Margam’s Abbots appear to have held 
the balance fairly, and to have done much to soften, by 
the sanctions and prohibitions of religion, the painful 
condition of things subsisting between the invaders 
and the invaded. 

Of its four hundred years’ history, little can be found 
beyond a series of brief and disconnected jottings, 
which, however, tell their own story. 

1160.—Earl William, son of Margam’s founder, took 
part in an expedition against Rhys ap Griffith, who re- 
taliated in the following year by burning the Grange, 
or farm of Margam. 

1183.—Earl William dies after having established 
the borough of Kenfig. 

1184.—Glamorgan lordship marcher in the hands of 
the King, when certain charges were made for keeping 
the Welsh prisoners, and for doing justice on them. 

1187.—Bishop William of Llandaff consecrates the 
altar of the Holy Trinity at Margam. 

1188.—Now comes a clearer peep at Margam and 
the White Friars who lived in the Abbey. In this year 
Giraldus Cambrensis, who was of Norman descent, but 
had Welsh sympathies, and who ought to have been 
Bishop of St. David’s (which see he loved so well, and 
whose dignity he fought for so zealously), went through 
the country preaching the Crusade with Baldwin, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. His entry in his Itinerary, after 











6 MARGAM ABBEY. 


describing his arrival at Llandaff, says: ‘On the follow- 
ing morning, the business of the Cross being publicly 
proclaimed at Llandaff, the English standing on one 
side, and the Welsh on the other, many persons of each 
nation took the Cross ; and we” (Archbishop Baldwin 
and Giraldus Cambrensis) “remained there that night 
with William, Bishop of that place, a discreet and good 
man.” 7 

Next morning, after early Mass before the high altar 
of the Cathedral, ‘“‘we pursued our journey, by the 
little cell of Ewenith, to the noble Cistercian Monas- 
tery of Margam. This Monastery, under the direction 
of Conan, a learned and prudent Abbot, was at this 
time more celebrated for its charitable deeds than any 
other of that Order in Wales. On this account it is an 
undoubted fact that, as a reward for that abundant 
charity which the Monastery always in times of need 
exercised towards strangers and poor persons, in a 
season of approaching famine their corn and provisions 
were perceptibly, by Divine assistance, increased, like 
the widow’s cruise of oil by the means of the prophet 
Elijah.” 

Giraldus goes on to tell us of the awful punishment 
which fell upon “a young Welshman of those parts”, 
who “by the instigation of the Devil set on fire the 
best barn belonging to the monks, which was filled 
with corn.” The dreadful punishment which fell upon 
the impious youngster was this: “He immediately 
became mad, ran about the country in a distracted 
state, nor ceased raving until he was seized by his 
parents and bound. But having burst his bonds, and 
tired out his keepers, he came to the gate of the Monas- 
tery, incessantly howling out that he was inwardly 
burnt by the influence of the monks; and thus in a few 
days expired, uttering the most miserable complaints.” 
_ Other wonderful events occurred, especially on one 
occasion, when a ship which the monks had sent to 
Bristol for food was delayed by contrary winds, “thus 
affording”, as Giraldus says, “an opportunity for a 
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MARGAM ABBEY. 7 
miracle. On the very day when there would have been 
a total deficiency of corn both for the poor and the 
Convent, a field near the Monastery was found sud- 
denly to ripen, more than a month before the usual 
time of harvest. Thus Divine Providence supplied the 
brotherhood and the numerous poor with sufficient 
nourishment until autumn.” “ By these and other signs 
of virtues, the place, accepted by God, began to be 
generally esteemed and venerated.” 

1199.—Accession of King John, who rather favoured 
Margam, but whose favour was dangerous, not only on 
account of his unscrupulous character, but also from 
his frequent quarrels with the Pope and mother church. 

1205.—Confirmation Charter of John to Margam. 

1207.—In this year, William the Cellarer, who 
probably was cunning in the mixture of sweet-spiced 
and pleasant beverages, was sent to the King to settle 
a dispute between the monks and the burgesses of 
Kenfig, and he was successful in his suit. 

1210.—King John visited Margam on his way to 
and from Ireland, and was so satisfied with his recep- 
tion there that he granted the monks, together with 
the monastery of Beaulieu—his own foundation— 
exemption from the extortion practised on the other 
Cistercian houses. 

1211.—-John led an army into Wales and received 
the submission of Prince Llywelyn, and twenty-eight 
noble hostages. 

In 1212 there was a desperate'state of things between 
John and the Pope. Excommunication was pronounced. 
All vassals were absolved from their oaths of fealty, 
and all Christian princes were ordered to dethrone the 
excommunicated monarch. This must have greatly 
disquieted the monks of Margam, as well as created a 
difficulty for all loyal men. But next year John gave 
up the contest, became penitent, and granted to the 
Pope and his successors the kingdoms of England and 
Ireland, to be holden hereafter of the Bishop of Rome 
in fee by the annual payment of 1,000 marks. 
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1213.—Abbot Gilbert displaced and succeeded by 
John of Goldcliff, one of the monks. Gilbert after- 
wards died as a monk at Kirkstall Abbey. 

1215.—Conrad was Abbot when Magna Charta was 
signed, and the monks could not but be deeply interested 
in the establishment of the principle, that the Church 
should possess all its privileges inviolate, especially 
freedom of election to benefices. 

1226.—House of De Clare succeeded to the Lord- 
ship Marcher of Glamorgan, and held it until 1314. 

1227.—The Welsh burnt the Margam Grange of 
Pennith and many animals, and killed many men; 
also the Grange of Rossaulin (Resolven) with many 
sheep, and drove away eleven cows and killed a farm- 
servant. Also cleared the Grange of Theodore of 
animals, and burned horses and sheep the property of 
Margam. 

1233.—The Abbot paid 100 marks for having his 
charter confirmed. 

1235.—The men of Bristol are to let the men of 
Swansea have the wines that were seized, and the 
Abbot of Margam’s ship is to be given up to John, the 
cellarer of that house. 

1242 (circa).—The Countess Isabel grants a charter 
to Margam, now preserved at Penrice. 

1242.—The monks got into hot water about the 
use of the privilege of sanctuary. This year the King 
(Henry) remitted his displeasure against the Abbot of 
Margam, who had harboured William de Marisco. 
Marisco was one of the turbulent and traitorous family 
who have left the shell of their castle on the south- 
east corner of lonely Lundy Island. 

1245.—The bailiffs of Bristol are ordered to seize all 
~ the wool purchased by the Ghent merchants from the 
Abbot of Margam, and to hold it until further orders. 

1250.—Abbot John resigns, and is succeeded by 
Thomas de Perthwaite. 

1256.—June 29—John de la Warre died Bishop of 
Llandaff. The 29th of June was a marked day in his 
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MARGAM ABBEY. 9 


history. On that day he resigned the abbacy of 
Margam, on that day he was elected Bishop, and on 
that day he died. 

1257.—Under date of this year there is an interest- 
ing notice of the ancient family of the Mansels or 
Maunchells, ancestors of the present Lord of Margam ; 
setting forth the pious considerations which led to the 
foundation of religious houses. The Mansels founded 
the two Priories of Rumney and Bilsington. One of 
these—a priory of regular canons—is said to have been 
established “in the year that God took upon Him the 
form of a servant”, 1257, and the forty-first of Henry 
III. And Matthew Paris has this quaint entry: “Sir 
John Mansel . . . . . @ man prudent, circum- 
spect, and rich, wisely considering that the favour of a 
king is not hereditary, nor the prosperity of this world 
always permanent, founded a Religious House 
that so passing by temporall goods he might not lose 
eternal.” 

1263.—One William Powyk took depositions in a 
dispute between the Abbot of Margam and the Prior 
of Ewenny as to the ownership of two tenements in 
Llanmeuthin. 

1294.—The Abbot of Margam was appointed col- 
lector of the current subsidy to the King. 

1339.—Hugh le Despencer grants a charter to 
Margam. 

In 1384 we have the first record of the invasion of 
the sea coasts of Glamorganshire by blown sands. 
Richard II grants to the Abbot of Margam the for- 
feited advowson of Aberavon and other compensation, 
for the loss occasioned by the inroads of the sea sand, 
which, since that time, has swallowed up Kenfig, and 
rendered much land valueless. 

Then there is a long gap in the history of the Abbey, 
until the date of the Dissolution, when we find that 
Lewis Thomas was the last Abbot. Margam was one 
of the 1,000 religious houses which Henry VIII sup- 
pressed, and probably some of its revenues went into 

















































10 MARGAM ABBEY. 


the general fund of £160,000, equal to about £1,500,000 
of our money, out of which the King founded six new 
bishoprics, several colleges, schools and hospitals, re- 
paired Dover Castle and other national defences, and 
pensioned a few monks and many favourites. 

At the Dissolution, Margam seems to have possessed 
seven granges, eleven other farms, five tithe barns, five 
mills, eight wheat farms, besides fees, and tything of 
wool, lambs, cheese. There were many applicants for 
the lands of the Abbey, notably St. John, ancestor of the 
Fonmon family ; Carne, ancestor of the St. Donnatt’s 
family, and one Gunter, who was a farmer of abbey 
lands. These negotiations terminated in 1564 by the 
sale of Margam Abbey and its demense to Sir Rice 
Mansel, of Oxwich Castle, Gower, for £678 1s. 6d. 
It was granted to him in fee, subject to a gross rental 
of £4 4s. 113d. This document, with a great seal in 
white wax, is still at Margam. The Mansels, evidently 
tired of the staircase exercise which they had to 
undergo to reach the high state apartments at Oxwich, 
erected a long and low but large residence, with fine 
stables, out of a part of the Abbey structures. Some 
curious old pictures of the house are still preserved in 
the new mansion, and there is a drawing of the fish- 
ponds, etc., in the Beaufort Progress. The original 
gateway of the Abbey still stands in a meadow below 
the turnpike-road, and may be seeu from the tower of 
the modern mansion. 

1684.—The first Duke of Beaufort, in his progress 
through Wales, visited Margam, and was entertained 
by Sir Edward Mansel, M.P., at what is called in the 
journal of the Progress “a noble seat formed out of an 
ancient religious house”. 

The ruins of the Abbey are now scanty, as they 
could hardly fail to be after 350 years of misuse and 
neglect, but enough still remains to indicate pretty 
clearly the scope of the whole. In general, the ground- 
plan of Margam resembled that of the more famous 
and better preserved monastery at Westminster. The 
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church, in the late Norman style, was very large and 
fine, consisting of nave, choir, aisles, and transepts, 
but no towers nor crypt. The present parish church is 
but a small and much altered portion of the original 
edifice. In the south wall of the ruined choir, there is 
a small Early English door of great beauty, which 
probably led to the Abbot’s private apartments. The 
north transept is entirely buried beneath the graves of 
the modern churchyard. The remains of the south 
transept have good Early Decorated windows, and in 
the south wall still remains a beautiful octagonal pis- 
cina, with its accompanying aumbrey, while in the 
adjacent corner linger the remains of the steps of an 
altar. The cloisters were bounded on the north by 
the church, and on the south by the refectory, which, 
on the evidence of an old plinth, is said to have occu- 
pied the site of the present fine orange-house. At 
least the northern limb of the cloister was built in the 
rich Decorated style. The vestibule of the chapter- 
house has a fine central arch of pure Early English 
with dog’s tooth ornament. The chapter-house itself, 
which is an architectural gem, is twelve-sided with- 
out, and within circular. The vaulting resembles that 
of the later chapter-house at Westminster. Margam 
is rather an early example of the circular chapter- 
house. Previous chapter-houses were for the most 
part rectangular. In plan, central pier, mouldings, 
etc., Margam’s chapter-house is Early English, but the 
windows with their square capitals seem earlier in 
style. 1190 to 1210 may include the date of its erec- 
tion. Thus the whole of the monastic structures at 
Margam are late Norman, Early English and Decorated 
Gothic. There are no traces of Perpendicular work. 
The facings of the walls were the most part of ashlar 
work, with Sutton stone dressings, corbels, mullions, 
etc. The roof of the chapter-house, which had long 
been protected only by a covering of brown paper, fell 
in at the beginning of the present century. 

Of the remains, other than architectural, should be 
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mentioned the massive carved sandstones, with central 
bosses in circles and interlacing work. They are sup- 
posed by some to have been connected with the ancient 
sun or other pagan worships, while others declare them 
to be merely boundary-stones ; but, at any rate, they 
seem to be of a date anterior to the Abbey. Then 
there are several thirteenth century sepulchral slabs 
scattered about the place, and one finely carved effigy 
of a cross-legged Crusader in chain armour and with a 
long shield, leaning against the outer wall of the 
chapter-house. - 

The sixteenth century and subsequent Mansel tombs 
in the present church tell their own story. 

And now, by way of conclusion, may we not grant, in 
imagination, a momentary resurrection to the good old 
monks of Margam. The ruined Abbey is restored to 
its first splendour. The white-robed brethren go to 
and fro before our eyes. They group themselves again 
in their magnificent church, taking part in almost 
hourly devotions. We catch stray sounds of their 
gossip and the murmur of their paternosters as they 
perambulate again the Decorated cloisters. A solitary 
brother is busy copying an illuminated MS. in the 
Scriptorium. Long sentences of patristic lore fall from 
the lips of the day’s reader as the monks sit silent at 
their meal in the refectory. The sunlight, streaming 
through the windows of the beautiful chapter-house, 
falls upon the chaste enrichments of the interior. On 
this very spot are again discussed the great questions 
of Church and State; the Constitutions of Clarendon ; 
the martyrdom of Becket; the bitter penance of Henry; 
the excommunication and then the abject repentance 
of John. Amid the din of these debates, we distin- 
guish the nationalities of the monks—the aggressive 
Norman-French of those who came in with Fitzhamon, 
the stolid sense of the conquered Saxons, the fiery 
and poetic impetuosity of the native Welsh. Here 
they all met and mingled. Here the grim race-hatred, 
softened by religion, melted into respect, and issued in 
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the better rule of brotherly love. Here the prince 
and the peasant, the free man and the slave, lived and 
laboured, suffered and prayed, for four hundred years. 
Here also they died and were buried. To the archzxo- 
logical mind, therefore, wherein reason and remem- 
brance are blended with reverence, the place of our 
pilgrimage to-day is deeply interesting, if not holy 
ground. S. C. GAMWELL. 








WEOBLEY CASTLE, 


ALIAS THE CASTLE OF LLANRHIDIAN. 
(Read on the Spot, August 1886.) 


I THINK most people will agree with me when I say 
that, whether from an antiquarian point of view, or 
any other, there are no buildings in Gower which 
possess so much peculiar interest for the reflecting 
mind as its old castles. Who built them? and when? 
are naturally the inquiries of those who see them. 
The strength and solidity of the walls, the hardness of 
the mortar with which in most cases the stones are 
cemented (almost as hard as the stones themselves), 
are matters of curiosity and surprise, and suggest 
questions which I will do my best to answer. 

To write a perfect history of this old castle, its 
fortunes and various owners, is a somewhat difficult 
matter. So far as the materials which I have collected 
go, I am only able to give some account of it; there 
are many gaps, which I leave to others to fill up and 
complete a history, to which this paper may be taken 
as a contribution. 

As documentary evidence is scarce, and some of it 
all but inaccessible, the only method of sketching its 
history is by tracing back its former owners, whose 
names appear as witnesses to ancient deeds, and some- 
times as the authors of charters, given under their 
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hands. Occasionally, in such writings, the names of 
other persons of note are met with, and their places of 
abode ; the evidence of these documents is, therefore, 
of the greatest importance. Much valuable aid in 
tracing out the ownership of property is to be derived 
from the inquisitiones post mortem. There are also 
copies of letters patent, and various legal instruments, 
preserved in the Record Office in London, relating to 
the persons and estates of former owners of Weobley 
and its manor. We have also the testimony of pedi- 
grees, and some scanty notices in a few ancient 
authors. These are our sources of information, and it is 
with the help of these I have put together some 
account of this old castle. 

So far, the public know very little more about the 
Gower castles than what they gather from guide- 
books, which all unite in assigning them to Henry de 
Newburgh, alias Beaumont, Earl of Warwick, the con- 
queror of Gower in a.D. 1099; and with this brief 
notice the subject is generally dismissed, and tourists 
and others must remain satisfied. ; 

Enough has been said in the earlier portion of my 
history of West Gower to show that beyond all doubt 
Henry de Newburgh conquered Gower,. and at the 
time assigned; but, doughty warrior as he was, he 
did not conquer the country single-handed; he brought 
with him a chosen body of knights adventurers, whose 
pay and compensation were the lands and _heredita- 
ments of the conquered people. ‘Then it was that the 
numerous mesne manors’in Gower were carved out, 
and bestowed as rewards upon those who had assisted 
the great Earl in his conquest. The names of the 
knights who actually accompanied him are uncertain ; 
but those of de Braose, de la Mer, de la Bere, de Turber- 
ville, de Barri, de Pennard, de Scurlage, de Langton, Baret, 
Penrice, Mansel, and Bennet, all Norman, pure and 
simple, are the earliest names we meet with in charters 
and other documents relating to the history of Gower 
under the Norman occupation, There were doubtless 
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others of lesser note, but the above were the leading 
men. 

Upon these manors, granted by de Newburgh, the 
Norman owners, for obvious reasons, erected (by the 
enforced labour of the wretched inhabitants) castles or 
fortified mansions ; and hard work they had to defend 
them, for the Welsh chieftains were far from letting 
them enjoy the fruits of their conquest in peace, and 
were often successful in their attacks, taking and 
burning the strongholds of their enemies, as will be 
presently seen. 

The earliest mention of Weobley is found in the 
Brut-y-Tywysogion (the Chronicle of the Princes), 
written by Caradoc of Llancarvan, in the twelfth 
century, and it is thus noticed: ““a.p. 1099, Harry 
Beaumont came to Gower, against the sons of Caradog, 
son of Iestin, and won many of their lands from 
them, and built the castle of Abertawy, the castle of 
Aberllychwr, the castle of Llanrhidian, and the castle of 
Penrhys, in the place where Rhys, son of Caradog, son 
of Iestin, was slain, and established himself there, and 
brought Saxons from Somersetshire, where they ob- 
tained lands, and the greatest usurpation of all the 
Frenchmen was his in Gower.” 

From the same authority (Brut-y-Tywysogion) we 
learn that in the year 1150, that is, about fifty years 
after the erection of this castle by de Newburgh, it 
was taken and burnt by Meredydd and Rhys, two 
Welsh chieftains. From this time, and for the space 
of about one hundred years after, the Normans had a 
hard time of it in Gower, and must have been pretty 
nearly all driven out ; for it is stated in the Myvyrian 
Archaiology that in the year 1215 Rhys Ieuange took 
the castles of Cedweli and Carnwilliawn (in Caer- 
marthen), and from thence drew towards Gower, taking 
the castle of Llychwr; from thence he went and fought 
against the castle of Hugh de Myles of Talybont, which 
he took. Next morning he went to Sein Henyd, from 
which the garrison withdrew, and burned the town. 
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Thence he went to Ystumllwynarth, which he took, 
and at the end of three days he had subjugated all 
the castles of Gower. (Vide Myv. Arch, ii, p. 448.) 

After this, viz., in 1216, there must have been: a 
temporary Norman reoccupation, for in 1217 we gather 
from the same authority that Rhys Gryg took all the 
castles of Gower, and drove all the Saxons from that 
country. (Vide Myv., ii, p. 452.) 

In 1221, however, things seem to have taken a turn 
for the better with the Normans, for in that year, it 
is stated, on the same authority, that John de Bruce 
repaired the castle of Sein Henyd, with the advice 
and consent of Prince Llywelyn. (Vide Myyv., ii, p. 484.) 
I should state that he bad married Margaret, one of 
Llywelyn’s daughters. 

In 1255 there was a great invasion of Gower by 
the Welsh under Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, Prince of North 
Wales, Meredydd ap Rhys, Rhys Vychan, and others ; 
but it is only recorded that they took Llan Geneu 
Castle, and then returned home. (Vide Myv. Arch., 
ii, p. 400.) 

Unfortunately, in none of these notices is there any 
mention of the names of those who possessed these 
castles at the time, except that of Hugh de Myles of 
Talybont. The first Norman family on record as pos- 
sessing Weobley is that of de la Bere, members of 
which, in certain old documents, official and otherwise, 
are distinctly described as of Weobley and Knolton (now 
Knelston), in Gower. 

Mr. G. T. Clark, F.S.A., of Dowlais, a well-known 
antiquary, in his contributions towards a cartulary of 
Margam, states that no authentic pedigree of the 
Welsh de la Beres has been preserved. They seem, he 
says, to be of Gower. 1. Sir John de la Bere, who 
was father of David and Isabel. 2. Sir David de la 
Bere, 25th Ed. I (1297), 7th Ed. II (1314), and 17th 
Ed. II (1324). He bore azure, a bend argent, cotised 
between six martlets or. He had 1, Adam; 2, a 
daughter, married John Butler; 3, Adam de la Bere 
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of Knolston, in Gower; 4, Sir John de la Bere of 
Weobley Castle, in Gower, who had a moiety of Mar- 
cross manor. He married Agnes, daughter and co- 
heir of Sir Payne Turberville, of Coity, and had Eliza- 
beth, married to Oliver St. John, and Margaret, married 
first’ Roger Dennis, and secondly Sir Elias Basset. 
The de la Bere quarterings were always used by the 
Lords St. John and Bolingbroke, and appear in the 
Basset shield over the porch at Beaupré. Besides 
these, there was Sir Richard de la Bere, Sheriff of 
Glamorgan, 5th Hen. V (1418), and Sir Roger de la 
Bere, of Cheriton and Llangennith, in Gower, about 
the time of Ed. JIL; his granddaughter and heir, 
Elizabeth, married David Cradock of Cheriton. 

With regard to Adam de la Bere, I find he wit- 
nessed a charter at Weobley dated 18th Oct. 1318, 
temp. Ed. II, vide my notices of Cheriton parish. The 
name of Ada de la Bere, probably the same person, 
appears as a witness to a deed in 1334, wde Hist. of 
West Gower, part i, p. 72. His son, Sir John de la 
Bere, witnesses a charter of Sir Gilbert de Turberville, 
dated at Llandimore, 1335, vide notices of Cheriton 
parish. The inquisitio post mortem of the last-named 
Sir John de la Bere is dated 11th Hen. IV, a.p. 1410. 
“Johés de la Bere, Wibbeley manerium Batallatum 
infra dom’ d’ Gower, vocat’ Gowerland ut de castro & 
dominio de Swansea.” He is also described of Webbley 
in 1399-1400, temp. 23 Rich. II—1 Hen. IV, vide Hist. 
W. Gower, part ii, p. 168. In this inquisitio, Weobley 
is described as a “ manerium batallatum” (a fortified 
mansion house) rather than a castle; and this con- 
firms the opinion of Mr. G. T. Clark and other experts, 
as to the character of the building in question. There 
are no traces of the portcullis groove, such as we find 
at Penrice, unless there was an outer work which has 
been removed, which does not seem to have been the 
case. 

There must have been other de la Beres of Weobley 
after the above-named Sir John; for in an inquisiteo 
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post mortem of John de Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, 
Lord of the Seigniory of Gower, and dated 11th Hen. 
VI, 1432, Weobley is returned among the said Duke’s 
possessions, and held at that time by John de la Bere. 
‘‘Weblye dimid’ feod’ Joh’em de Bere.” 

John Leland, the antiquary, Chaplain to Henry 
VIII, speaks of this castle as follows :—“ Almost in 
the middes of Gowerland, a v miles from Suansey, is 
the castel of Guible, that longed to the Delamers.” 
Vide Leland’s Collect., vol. iv, p. 94, Hearne’sed. This 

‘may have been so; Leland is a good authority, and it 
would be a hazardous thing to contradict him ; all I can 
say is, that hitherto I have met with no further evidence 
that this castle ever belonged to the dela Mers. They 
-were certainly of Oxwich and Llangennith, and some- 
thing may yet turn up to confirm Leland’s statement. 

Between the death of Sir John de la Bere, in 1410, 
and that of another of the same name, the last- 
mentioned John de la Bere, in 1482, the name of 
John Rodney, Esq., crops up, as owner of Weobley 
Castle. I have no documents of any sort relating to 
this ; my only authority for making the statement is 
the following letter, received in 1884, from my friend 
Mr. David Jones, of Norton Lodge, Wallingford, 
Surrey. 

“Dear Sir,—An antiquarian friend asked me to-day if I 
could tell him something of Weobley Castle in Gower. His in- 
quiry, put in form, takes this shape. John Rodney, Esq., of 
Somersetshire, owned the manor of Llanrhidian and Weobley in 
Gower, and also the Castle of Weobley ; and at his death, in 
1420, he left the same to his widow, Agnes Rodney. What my 
friend wants to know is: How did John Rodney become possessed 
of this Glamorganshire property ? Who was Agnes his wife? 
And to whom did the property pass after her death ? 


“ Yours faithfully D. JONES.” 


I have been quite unable, so far, to clear this matter 
up, but do not despair. There is much more to be 
learned about the vicissitudes of this old castle and 
its owners than what appears in this paper. I find 
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the name of Richard de Rodeneye, the King’s Escheator, 
in 14th Ed. II, a.p. 1821, and that he had a very 
important business to attend to in Gower at that 
time, in consequence of John de Mowbray taking 
possession of his Gower estates without the royal 
licence, and which consequently became escheated to 
the King. Vide Hist. of West Gower, part i, p. 70. 
This, however, throws no light upon the question 
before us, and speculation is worse than useless. Mr. 
Jones does not say upon what authority his friend 
makes this statement, that John Rodney, Esq., died 
in possession of Weobley in 1420; I wish he had ; it. 
would have been of great service to me, and I might 
have been able to trace the matter. 

For the next owner of this Castle, after 1433, the 
date of the death of the last-mentioned John de Bere, 
we must put in the evidence of the pedigree of Sir 
Rhys ap Thomas, given in a valuable folio of MS. 
pedigrees, now in the possession of Mr. Joseph Joseph, 
F.S.A., of Brecon. Here 1 find that Lucy, daughter 
of Griffith ap Nicholas, married first Hugh Basset, 
and second John St. John, senior, of Gower. A note is 
appended to this, “ This was John St. John of Weobley 
Castle.” Lucy verch Griftith ap Nicholas was alive in 
1472, 12th Ed. IV, and the following very interesting 
notice respecting her is given in Dr. Thos. Nicholas’ 
Mist. of Glamorganshire, p. 119 :—“ By a receipt of 
Lady Lucy Basset, called Lucy verch Griffith Nicholas, 
dated Oct. 10th, 1472, it appears that Richard Lougher 
farmed from her a moiety of Weobley Castle in Gower.” 
She was then either the wife or widow of her first 
husband, Hugh Basset ; and, as she married a second 
time, she must have been alive after 1472; and this 
helps us approximately to fix the time of John St. 
John, of Weobley Castle. There is no date given in 
his pedigree, but it must have been towards the close 
of the fifteenth century, and it is just at this time 
(temp. Rich. III and Henry VII) that the illustrious 
Welshman, the renowned Sir Rhys ap Thomas, appears 
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on the scene, described in the pedigtee as lord of 
Gwibli, and many other castles and manors in Wales. 
His son, Sir Griffith Rhys, died in his father’s life- 
time; but ason of his, Rhys Griffith, Esq., succeeded 
to his grandfather’s vast possessions, but forfeited a 
large portion of the estate, being attainted of treason 
and executed in the time of Henry VIII. In the 
twenty-third of this King’s reign, 1531, which was 
soon after the attainder of Rhys Griffith, the manor of 
Weobley being part of his forfeited estates, was 
bestowed as a jointure upon Lady Katherine Edge- 
combe. The papers relating to this are to be found in 
the Chapter House Records, County Bags, Wallia, 
Bag of Miscellanea, No. 3, South and West Wales, 
No.8. It may be sufficient to give a short extract :— 
* Possessions of Res ap Griffith, 23 Hen. 8. D’ne 
Man’ia et tenem’ assign’ p’ Junctur’ D’ne Kat’ine 
Edgecombe. Man’iu de Wybley Valz in Redd’ et 
Fermis ib’m p’ anni ultra Repris xjiz. ixs.” There is 
other matter, but the above is all that relates to 
Weobley. She doubtless held it until her death, 
which probably took place in 1547, the 38th of Hen. 
VIII, for in that year the King granted a lease of it 
for twenty-one years to Sir Wm. Herbert, Knt. 
Between the 5th and 6th of Philip and Mary, that 
is, A.D. 1557-8, this manor, and other property in 
Gower, of the said Rhys Griffith, were sold to Anthony 
Mansel, Esq., of Llantrithred Park, Glamorgan. The 
particulars for the grant are made out 1557-8, and 
the following memorandum appears in the documents. 
“6 November 1558, Sold to Anthony Manxel accord- 
ing to the Queen’s warrant. 6 die Novembris, 1558, 
Ratyd for Anthony Manxel Esquyer. The clear value 
of the property yearly, £49 16s. 1d., which rated at 20 
years purchase, amounteth to £996 1s. 8d. The money 
to be paid viz. £5V0, in hand, before the ensealing of 
the letters patent of the aforesaid Anthony Manxel 
Esqre., and the rest to be paid by the sum of one 
hundred pounds yearly, at or before the feast of St. 
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Michael the Archangel, etc. The King and Queens 
Majesties to discharge the purchaser of all things and 
Incumbrances made or done by their Majesties (except 
leases). A bond to be taken for the sum of £496 1s. 8d.” 
The document is given at full length in my notices of 
Cheriton parish, pp. 177-8-9. 

After this purchase there are certain documents in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, relating to the sale of the 
manor of Weobley to Wm. Herbert, Karl of Pembroke ; 
and again, a licence is given in the same Queen’s reign 
to Wm. Herbert, Esq., to alienate the same to Law- 
rence Hide, Esq., and others; but they are so perplex- 
ing, that I confess my utter inability to understand 
them, and must leave the matter to the gentlemen 
learned in the law to explain. A transcript of the 
original papers, preserved in the Record Office in 
London, may be found in part ii of my Hist. of West 
Gower. 

Inheriting through the Mansels, the present owner of 
this old castle and its manor is C. R. Mansel Talbot, 
Esq.,of Margam Park, the Lord Lieutenant and Member 
for the county. 

There is a tradition that it was besieged by a party of 
Cromwell’s troops, and a groove in the wall is pointed 
out as showing the supposed track of a cannon-ball, fired 
from artillery planted on the opposite side of the valley, 
close to the high road leading to Swansea. If this is 
true, it would be interesting to know who was the loyal 
gentleman who then held it for KingCharles. That 
there was any actual siege is unlikely, but that it was 
“slighted” (disembattled), and rendered indefensible, 
as Penrice seems to have been, by the Cromwellian 
troops, there is very little doubt ; perhaps the story of 
the siege grew out of the ‘‘slighting”, which was 
probably accompanied with some firing and military 
display. It is a fact, however, that an iron cannon- 
ball was found in the castle some years ago, and this, 
with a spur of antiquated form, are the only curiosities 
that I have heard of as being discovered in the build- 
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ing. A drawing of a very interesting Perpendicular 
window in this castle: was given to me by the late 
Mrs. ‘I'raherne of Coedriglan. I have the drawing, 
and am glad to find that the window still exists. The 
evidence of this window is of much consequence, as it 
points to a period in the history of this castle when it 
must have undergone a process of rebuilding and re- 
construction ; so that the structure we now see is 
probably of the fourteenth or fifteenth century, for 
the Perpendicular style of architecture began about 
1399, and continued to 1547. There is no better and 
safer guide, in fixing the dates of ancient buildings, 
than the forms of the windows and window tracery. 
The name Weobley, variously written in old docu- 
ments, as Gulible, Gwiblee, and Wibbley, but in- 
variably pronounced Wibbley by Gower people, has 
been a matter of some discussion. It is probably 
nothing more than the Anglicised form of the Welsh 
word Gwibli, which in that language means wander- 
ing, gadding about, as applied to vagrants. Curi- 
ously enough, Owen Pugh, in his Welsh Dictionary, under 
the head of Gwibli, has the phrase “ castell Gwibli” 
(the castle of vagrancy). The late Sir Gardner Wilkin- 
son, to whom I communicated this etymology, thought 
it was very likely to be correct, and I believe adopted it. 
The mortar observed here and there in some of 
these old castles is exceedingly hard; but I should 
mention that it is not invariably so; at Penrice, for 
instance, it does not present this appearance, and is 
exceedingly rotten. There was evidently a difference 
in the quality. But, whether good or bad, the mode 
of building was evidently the same, namely, that which 
is known as grouting. The process was as follows: 
the stones of the outside and inside shear were care- 
fully laid with hammer and trowel in the usual manner, 
and carried up a little way ; the heart of the wall was 
then filled in with loose stones, and cemented together 
with grout, that is, with hot lime mixed with very 
small gravel and sand, and poured in in a liquid state. 
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This plan is still adopted, and there is no better way of 
building a really strong wall. The lime used, where we 
meet with the excessively hard mortar, almost as hard 
as stone, is probably that locally known as Aberthan ; if 
there was anything else mixed with it, besides water 
and sand, it ought not to be beyond the science of 
chemistry to tell us what it was ; but I fear this is one of 
those practical things which science does not explain. 

There is yet one point in the history of the Gower 
castles which I should like to ascertain ; and that is, if 
they are so placed as to be able to communicate by 
signals to each other. I am inclined to think they 
could. The watch-towers, the highest parts of the 
castles, are all gone. It is quite certain that in early 
times the garrisons would often stand in need of each 
other’s assistance, and it is highly probable that, in 
selecting their sites, the owners would have some regard 
to this. 

Tam far from thinking that I have given anything 
like a perfect history of this Castle. I feel that it is 
defective in many points; and I should not be at all 
surprised if a careful and critical scrutiny of the matter 
may discover even errors. If, however, I have, in what 
has been written, helped any future historian, I shall be 
satisfied ; he is welcome to the materials gathered by 
me, and I shall be quite contented to let this paper be 
looked upon, not as a history, but as a contribution to 
the history of the old Castle of Weobley. 


J. D. DAviEs. 

















UNRESTORED CHURCHES. 
(Continued from vol, iii, p. 127 ) 





CYFFIG CHURCH. 


Stitt further westward from St. Clear’s, and on the 
top of a bleak, wild moorland, stands the lonely church 
of Cyffig,—scarcely a house within sight ; and one is 
perplexed to ascertain the reason for the building of 
so large a church where the population is now, and 
apparently must always have been, a small one. Nor 
is this the only perplexity which meets us in con- 
sidering this fabric. It is to all appearance a double 
church, having a tower of immensely massive propor- 
tions at the western end of, and rather wider than 
the northern of the two naves, while the southern 
nave, which is of earlier date, has a bell gablet over 
its western end. The northern nave appears to have 
been rebuilt at the latter end of the last century, and 
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sundry additions, in the shape of windows, were made 
to the southern one about the same period; but 
all of them in the worst possible taste. There are 
indications to be observed in the masonry of the 
western end which lead to the supposition that there 
has been a porch, the door from which to the nave 
is walled up. The only external architéctural fea- 
ture of the church which is worthy of notice, with the 
exception of the tower, is the south door. It has a 
singly-recessed two-centred arch with a splayed angle 
finishing upon a stopped chamfer. This doorway and 
the arcade dividing the two naves are of the same 
date, about the middle of the fifteenth century. The 
latter, so far as I could see through the coarse glass of 
the windows, had a two-centred pointed arcade formed 
of laminated slabs, and resting upon low piers, square 
in section, and very massive, and now thickly coated 
with whitewash. 

The one feature of all others which attracts and 
enchains attention when approaching this church is its 
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massive tower. Differing but little from those of 
other churches around as to its architectural detail, 
it has the same splayed base, tapering walls, corbel- 
table and battlemented parapet; yet its very bulk 
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constitutes a difference, and gives it the appearance of 
Norman massiveness rather than the Perpendicular 
tower it really is. Whence the reason for this huge- 
ness it is hard to conceive, unless it be to withstand 
the almost ceaseless shock of elemental war in this 
wild solitude. Be that as it may, the walls of the 
lower stagé are about 8 feet in thickness, and the low- 
browed four-centred doorway is quite in keeping ; so, 
too, is the door itself, of old oak planks secured to a 
solid post of oak let into a stone socket. No mere 
iron hinge would suit the builders of this keep; that 
might decay; so they built an everlasting one of 
stone into the solid wall, and it remains as good as 
ever. The lower chamber is rudely vaulted with 
quadripartite vaulting, and two deeply recessed arches 
south and east appear as if intended to give access to 
either nave; but both are blocked, and the inner 










SV 
SS 


ry 

2 

> 

wv 

° 

x 

2 
ASV 





WS 








TIS 












~\ 
NT, ) \\ 





Plan of Cyffig Church. 


walls of the chamber have neither plaster nor traces of 
colourwash. It is lighted by a two-light window high 
above the floor-line. The newel stair from one corner 
of it leads to a chamber over, in which there is a fire- 
place evidently original, and doubtless much needed 
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for the comforting of the poor brother who was detailed 
for service here, from the Abbey of Alba Landa far 
down in the sunny vale below. The newel stair leads 
up to the bell-chamber; as usual, in a sad state. 
There is only one bell, inscribed to “ Walter David 
Minister 1793”, which tells its doleful tale to but very 
few, and those apparently not sympathetic hearers. 

The font, if it is the font I saw, is a rude square 
trough, standing on the floor of the church, and near to 
it is the holy water stoup, built into the wall, but in such 
a position as to make a western door almost certain, if 
this was to be used by worshippers on entering the 
church. 


LLANDDOWROR CHURCH 


Is about two miles westward of St. Clear’s. What the 
body of it may have been originally there is no means 
of judging, as it has undergone the process of so-called 
restoration within recent years ; and in this case, as in 
so many others, the whole of the work appears to be 
new. Good enough of its kind, doubtless, but quite 
without interest or history to the antiquary. The 
tower has fortunately so far escaped, and is one of 
those characteristic of the district, slightly tapering, 
rising from its wide splayed base up to the corbel- 
table and battlemented parapet at the top, and with 
its projecting stair-turret carried up to and slightly 
above the main line of battlement. The windows are 
of Perpendicular date under a label mold. 

To the archeologist the interest in this place centres 
in two early mural monuments called “Pilgrim Stones”, 
standing in a small field west of the church, doubtless at 
one time part of the churchyard itself, from which it is 
now divided by a rude fence. The accompanying 
illustration is intended to show the character of them. 
The larger of the two is 2 ft. 6 in. high above the 
ground-level, and bears, in addition to the cross in- 
cised upon the face of it, a much smaller one, equal 
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armed, incised upon the back. On one of the sunk 
panels of the smaller of these crosses there were certain 
tool marks, as I thought, suspiciously like lettering. 
Having obtained permission of the vicar, upon whose 
glebe the monuments stand, and with the kind assist- 
ance of his churchwarden, I had the soil removed from 
the face of each of these stones for about two feet in 
depth, but found no trace of anything which could be 
considered as an inscription, nor further sculpture of 
any kind, and came to the conclusion the stones 
occupy the position in which they were originally 
placed, but that in the lapse of centuries the earth 
has grown up around them so as to cover part of the 
lower arm of the cross in each case. I had the soil 
carefully replaced, and the sods so fitted as to remove 
all trace of the ground having been disturbed. The 
monuments face eastward, and are known to local 
tradition as “ Pilgrim Stones”, nor do I see any reason 
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in their position or appearance for discrediting the 
accuracy of this tradition. Many monuments of a 
similar character are to be seen upon the roads which 
converge upon the great shrine of St. David. The 
rudeness of the ellen the type of cross, and the 














TITHES AND PROPERTY OF ST. ASAPH. 29 


character of the stone upon which it is cut, might 
almost warrant the assumption of a very early date 
for these monuments. In the absence of more precise 
information, I will leave that matter to be determined 
by my learned friend Professor Westwood. What- 
ever may be the opinion upon this point, we must 
agree that the monuments are of such interest as to 
make their careful preservation from injury a duty 
incumbent upon all. 





DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE TITHES 
AND OTHER PROPERTY 


BELONGING TO THE 


DEAN AND CHAPTER OF ST. ASAPH. 


Arrer the restoration of King Charles II an order 
was passed by the Parliament, dated May 13, 1662, 
directed to Mr. Michael Mallett and Mr. William Ay- 
loffe, to deliver all such surveys’ and other records and 
writings concerning archbishoprics, bishoprics, and deans 
and chapters, which were then in their possession, unto 
the Right Reverend Father in God the Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury, who was desired to take care for the 
preservation thereof, and to dispose of the same to the 
respective bishops and deans and chapters who were 
therein concerned, if he should think fit. 

Pursuant to this order of the House of Commons 
these records were delivered to Archbishop Juxon. 
They were by him deposited in the MSS. Library at 
Lambeth, and have since been carefully preserved, with 
other books relating to Church matters, namely, fifty- 
eight volumes (Nos. 966-1021, MSS.) relating to aug- 
mentations of livings, pensions, and other matters, from 
Feby. 7, 1647, to December 25, 1658; four volumes of 


1 For the origin and object of these surveys, see Scobell’s Acts of 
Parliament, 1st, p. 99; 11th, pp. 16, 39, 44, 45, and 68. 
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counterparts of leases, from 1652 to 1658; three 
volumes of original presentations in the time of the 
Commonwealth and of Oliver and Richard Cromwell ; 
to which there is a copious index drawn up by Andrew 
Colbee Ducarel, LL.D., in 1760, the then Librarian, 
and from whose introductory remarks the above note 
is summarised. 

The annexed documents are copied from one of the 
volumes in which the reports of the surveyors are pre- 


served. 
E. R. M. 
Lambeth MSS., Nos. 902 to 922.—Parliamentary Surveys, 


vol. z, p. 1. 


“Asaph Deanery, Llansillen—wWee find that the late Bipp 
Deane and Chapter of the Cathedral Church of Asaph aforesaid 
by Indenture bearing date the sixt day of March in the xiij 
yeare of the Late King Charles for diuers good causes and con- 
sideréons them moveing demised unto Ellis Young of London! 
gent. All that Church Rectory Parsonage and Divident of Llan- 
sillen? aforesaid w the appurtefices etc. in the Countyes of 
Denbigh and Salop. To hold from the date of the said Inden- 
ture for one and Twenty yeares paying therefore yearley the 
sum of twenty pounds on the fifth of August at one entier pay- 
ment upon the ffont stone of the Cathedral Church of St. Asaph 
(viz') unto the BiP? of St. Asaph and his successors fower pounds 
besides twenty shillinges to the said Bi?P as one of the Cannons 
of the said Church and twenty shillinges yearly unto every 
other of the Cannons of the said Church being fifteene in num- 
ber w° premisses as wee are informed ouer and aboue the said 
rent is worth cz. with provision in the said Lease to reenter for 
non payment of the rent within one day after the rent day 
nominated. 

“There is a Barne containing three bay of building standing 
neere Llansellen church and in good repaire belong to the de- 
mised premises. 

“There isa Viccar belonging to the said Parish psented there- 
unto by the BiPP of St. Asaph. The vicaradge being endowed 


1 Probably of the family of Bryn Iorkyn. 

2 The appropriation of the church of Llansilin, in Denbighshire, 
was granted by Bishop Anian to the Bishop, Dean, and Chapter of 
St. Asaph, and confirmed by Bishop Llewelyn ap Ynyr on the 13th 
of April 1296. 
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w'" a house and a little croft apptaining thereunto. And all the 
Tyth of Corne grayne and hay within the township of Lledrod 
in the same Parish and a sixth part of all the wooll and Lamb 
in the same parish worth p™ Anni xxx/i. 

“The present Viccar is called Mr. Richard Gervase! There 
are nyne yeares to come unexpired in the aforesaid Lease upon 
the sixth of March next.” 


“Rectory of Rudland.2—Wee find that John late Bi? of St. 
Asaph* together with the Deane and Chapter of the Cathedral 
Church there by Indenture bearing date the sixth day of No- 
uember in the eighth yeare of the late King Charles for and in 
consideration of a surrender of a Lease wherein one life was re- 
maining as also for and in consideration of a certaine sum of 
money in hand paid (the value whereof is not in the Lease ex- 
pressed) demised unto S* John Conway of Botrothan in the 
county of Fflint Kn‘ all that Rectory and Parish Church of Rud- 
land with the appurtenances in the County of Fflint together 
w*'" all and singular Lands Tenements commodities emoluments 
et fruits by this and what else soeuer w their appurtenances 
to the said church of Rudland in any wise appertaining To 
hold to him and his Assignes from the date of the said Inden- 
ture for one and twenty yeares paying therefore yearly the som 
of Twenty pounds at the ffeast of St. Phillipp and Jacob* upon 
the ffont stone of the Cathedral Church of Asaph at or neere 
the place where the stone stood® betweene the houres of ten of 
the clock in the aforenoon and three of the clock in the after- 
noone of the same day or within forty days next after the ffeast 


1 Richard Jarvis, appointed vicar in 1627, was deprived by the 
Parliamentary sequestrators, and on the Restoration promoted to 
the vicarage of Llanrhaiadr yn Mochnant. 

2 The advowson of Rhuddlan, which appears to have belonged to 
the Princes of Wales, was granted by King Edward, in 1284, to 
Bishop Anian, of St. Asaph, in exchange for that of Eglwysfach, 
when he resolved to transfer to Maenan, in that parish, the Abbey 
of Aberconway, the site of which he required for his new Castle of 
Conway. “ 

3 John Owen, D.D., Bishop of St. Asaph, 1629, was twice im- 
peached, was imprisoned in the Tower, deprived, and died at Aber- 
kinsey in this parish, 1651. 

4 This was the vigil or wake-day of St. Asaph. 

5 The expression here employed is an undesigned confirmation of 
the statement in Browne Willis, that Milles, the Cromwellian post- 
master, “ removed the font into his yard, set it in the ground, and 
made use of it for a hog-trough”’ (i, p. 114). 
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aforesaid (viz*) to the BirP of Asaph and his successors Bipp* 
there for the time being five pounds feell of the said twenty 
pounds And to the Deane and Chapters there for the time 
being fifteen pounds beinge the residue of the said yearly rent 
of twenty pounds that is to say every of the Cannons twenty 
shillings w°* pmisses as we are informed upon Improuement are 
worth aboue the psent rent p™ anni cx/i. with clause of re-entry 
for non-payment of the rent upon the dayes lymitted in the 
said Indenture. 

“There is a Viccar belonging to the said Parrish Church of 
Rudland the Viccaridge being endowed with a house and some 
lands and the third part of all the Tythes of the said Parish of 
Rudland (excepting a Township called Rhydorthwy) out of 
w° three parts of five of that Townshipp belongeth to the late 
Archdeacon of Disserth! the other two parts the Vicar hath 
The psent Vicar is called M* Ellis Price.” 

“There are four yeares yet to come unexpired in the Lease 
abouesaid upon the sixth of November next. 


Sam Robinson 
B | erin Middleton 
Ar: Powell 
Richard Sadler 
“ Surveyo™ 
“Ex: Ra: Hall; Regist* Deput : 
for Sale of Deanes’ & Chapters Landes. 
“Examinat’ p Will: Webb 
“ Supervisor Geiiall.” 


Disserth— Wee find Dr. John Owen Bi’? of Asaph the late 
Archdeacon of Disserth® aforesaid, the w" he held in Com- 
mendam with the Bi?rick of Asaph and that there is belonging 
to the said Arch Deaconry the Rectory or Parsonage of Disserth 
aforesaid and the house Glebe land and Tythes thereunto 
belonging the w** wee haue viewed, trodden, surveyed and 
inquired upon and find as followeth (viz*) 

The Tyth of corne grayne hay and all other Tythes and 
profittes to the said Rectory of Disserth belonging and which 
have been usually paid the Arch Deacons as Rectors there 


1 The Archdeacon of St. Asaph lived at Disserth. 

2 Vicar, 1633, and Prebendary of Llanfair in St. Asaph Cathe- 
dral. 

8 The archdeaconry was taken in commendam by Bishop Hughes, 
under a faculty, in 1573, and so continued until 1844, when it was 
restored, and divided into those of St. Asaph and Montgomery. 
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(and unto whome the cure of Soulls within the said parish 
belongeth) are worth as wee are informed p anni Ixxx/i. all 
which Rectory of Disserth Parsonage house outhouses Gardens, 
orchards, Glebe Lands ffee ffarme Rent Tythes and Proffittes 
aforementioned are disposed of to one Mr. Rice Williams by 
order from the Committee of Plundered Ministers the coppie of 
which order followeth, viz‘ : 


“ At the Comittee for Plundered Ministers 
“May 28, 1647 
“ Upon Information to this Comittee that John Owens the 
late Bi’? of Asaph is Rector of the Parish Church of Disserth 
in the County of fflint who held the same in Commendam and 
that the same hath been voyd euer since August last 
“It is ordered that Rice Williams a godly and Orthodox 
Devine do forthw‘* Officiate the cure thereof as Rector and 
preach deligently to the Parishioners there and that hee shall 
haue for his paines therein the Parsonage and glebe lands and 
all the Tythes, rents, duties, and proffitts whatsoueuer of the 
said Rectory till further order shalbe taken in the pmisses 
“ And all person or persons are required quietly to pmitt the 
said Mr. Williams to officiate the said cure and to Enter, 
possess, and enioy the said house and Glebe Lands, and to 
haue receive and take to his owne use all the Tythes, rents 
dutyes and pffitts whatsoeuer of the said Rectory as they will 
answer the contrary at their pill “Har: Grimston.” 


“ Ryhlofnoyd.!—The Rectory of Rhylofmoyd in the County of 
fflint with the tithes of Corne, Graine and all other Tythes and 
proffitts belonging to the said Rectory heretofore usually paid 
to the late Arch-Deacon of Disserth as Rector there are worth 
as wee are informed p anniti 1x/z. 

“ All w% Rectory Glebe Lands Tythes and profitts are dis- 
posed of unto one Mr. Robert Edwards by order from the 
Comittee of plundered Ministers the copy of which order 
followeth (viz‘) 

“ At the Comittee of Plundered Ministers 
“ ffeby. 27° 1648 

“Whereas the Rectory of Rhylossnoyd in the County of 
flint is become voyd and in the guift of the Bi?? of St. Asaph 

“Tt is ordered that Robert Edwards a godly and Orthodox 
Divine doe forthwith Officiate the Cure of the said Church as’ 
Rector and preach diligently to the Parishioners there and that 


1 One of the many forms of spelling the older name of Newmar- 
ket in Flintshire. 
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hee shall have for his paines therein the Parsonage house and 
Glebe Lands and all the Tythes rents dutyes and _ proffitts 
whatsoeuer of the said Rectory till further order shalbe taken 
in the pmisses 

“ And all pson and psons are required quietly to permitt the 
said Mr. Edwards to officiate the said cure & to enter, possess 
and enioy the said house and Glebe Lands & to have receive 
and take to his owne use all the tythes Rents, dutyes, and 
proffitts whatsoeuer of the said Rectory as they will answer to the 
contrary at their perill “Gilb* Millington 

“ (The cure of Souls belongeth to the said Rectory)” 


“ Rectory of Abergelley—The Rectory of Abergelley in the 
County of Denbigh with the Tythes of corne graine and all 
other Tythes and proffitts belonging to the said Rectory hereto- 
fore usually paid are worth as wee are informed p annii cc/t. 

“ All which Rectory of Abergelley together with all its rights 
members and appurtenances wee find granted by the Parlia- 
ment’s L’res Patents under the Great Seale bearing date the 
fourth day of December in the fower and twentieth yeare of 
the late King Charles unto Thomas Clerke for his naturall life 
which Letters Patent are signed HASTINGS 

“There is a vicarage endowed with the fourth part of all the 
Tythes and proffitts whatsoeuer within the said Parish of 
Abergelley 

“The Viccar’s name is Mr Pugh” 


“Rectory of Bettus.3—The Rectory of Bettus in the County of 
Denbigh having a third p* of all the Tythes of the said parish 
thereunto belonging and alsoe the moyety of the tyth of a 
Townshipp called Llaechfoim® in the parish of Llanelian and 
county of Denbigh aforesaid the Tythes and proffitts of all 
which are worth as wee are informed p annti xxxvii. 

“The which Rectory and porcons of Tyth wee find disposed of 
for the present by order of the Comhittee for Sequestracons for 
the county of Denbigh the coppie of which order followeth (vizt) 

“ At the Comittee for Sequestraéons 
“ Sitting at Denbigh 23° December 1648 

“ Order.—It this day ordered that Mr. John Holland Clerke 
shall for the year next comhinge receue gather and take to his 
owne proper use and behoofe the tythes and proffitts of the 
Sine Cura of Bettus in the County of Denbigh for an augmenta- 
tion to his meanes for officiating at St. George’s and in lieu of 


2 Henry Pugh was Vicar, 1662-72. 
2 Bettws yn Rhos. 3 Llaethfan. 
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what hee should haue receved out of the Rectory of Abergelley 
until further orders—who enioyeth it accordingly 


“ John Carter! . Thomas Mytton® 
“George Twistleton? Tho : Mason* 
Tho: Ball 


“Here is a Vicarage endowed with two parts of three of all 
the Tythes of the said Parish of Bettus 
“The Vicar’s name is Mr...... Jones”® 


“Rectory of Llangustennan.—Wee find alsoe the Rectory of 
Llangustennan in the County of Carnarvon to be annexed to 
the said Arch-Deaconery having the Cure of Soules where wee 
find a curate one Mr. Maurice Parry who usually had for 
officiating there sixteene pounds p annu unto whom wee have 
set the moyety of the said Rectory until the second of June to 
pay his stipend 

“Within which Rectory lyeth part of a Desmaynes called 
Bodskallen which tyme out of mind paid only four pounds p 
annii for the tyth thereof the moyety whereof wee haue sett to 
the said Parry at the rent of forty shillinges to be paid the first 
of January next 

“The other moiety of the tyth of the said Rectory of Llan- 
gustennan wee haue sett to one Mrs. Margarett Pugh of Bryn- 
gossall in the County of Carnarvon until the second day of 
January next at the rent of sixteene pounds as may appeare by 
the Counterparte of our Memorandum of Demise and Bond 
herewith, given from Mrs. Pugh, and Mr. Maurice Parry his Bill 
under his hand and Seale for the forty shillinges aforesaid both 
which wee have herewith returned—But the said Rectory and 
Tyth as wee are informed are worth upon Improve‘ ouer and 
aboue the psent Rent per annii xiili. 

“ Trallwyn.—-Two parts of three of the tyth of the townshipp 


2 A Colonel in the Parliamentary army, married Catherine, 
daughter and coheir of David Holland of Kinmel. 

* Parliamentary Governor of Denbigh Castle. 

5 Major-General of the Parliamentary forces. 

* “Tieutenant-Colonel Thomas Mason is a very faithful, active, 
and godly gentleman, and the most knowing man in his profession 
we have in these parts, having been a soldier above twenty years, 
‘and lost his command in Ireland because he refused to bear arms 
against the Parliament.” —(ivil Wars in Wales and the Marches, by 
J. R. Phillipps, ii, p. 302. 

5 David Jones, Vicar-Choral of St. Asaph,.and Rector of Llan- 
santffraid Glan Conway, 1640. Deprived. Vivar of Bettws, 1666. 
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of Trallwyn in the parish of Llansanfrayd in the County of 
Denbigh wee find disposed of to one Mr. Dauid Jones by order 
from the Comittee of Plundred Ministers the copy of w™ order 
followeth (viz*) 


“ At the Comittee of Plundered Ministers ffebruary 
“23° Aiio Dni 1646 

** Order.—Whereas the Rectory of the parish church of 
Llansanfrayd al’s Dissert in the County of Denbigh is voyd by 
the death of Jaspur Hughes the late Incumbent & the guift 
thereof in the late BiPP of St. Asaph. It is ordered that’ Dauid 
Jones a godly and orthodox Divine doe forthwith Officiate the 
Cure of the said Church as Rector & preach diligently to the 
parishioners there and that hee shall haue for his paines 
therein the Parsonage house and Glebe Lands and all the 
Tythes, rent, Dutyes & proffitts whatsoeuer of the said Rectory 
And alsoe by vertue of an Ordinance of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment dated the second of May last It is further ordered by 
the same Comittee for Plundered Ministers that all such tythes, 
Dutyes, & proffitts issuing out of the Townshipp of Trallwyn 
in the aforesaid Parish lately belonging to the BiP? of St. Asaph 
amounting to the value of fowerteene pounds p Anni (as wee 
are credibly informed) shall be annexed for an augmentation to 
the aforesaid Rectory of Llansanfrayd and that the said Mr. 
Jones shall take, possess, and enioy all the tythes, Dutyes, & 
proffitts whatsoeuer of the said Townshipp for his owne proper 
use till further order be taken in the pmisses. 

“And all person and persons are required quietly to permitt 
the said Mr. Jones to officiate the said Cure & to have 
receive & take to his owne use all the tythes & proffitts 
whatsoeuer of the said Rectory and of the Townshipp afore- 
said as they will answere the contrary at their pill 

“Har: Grimston 


“But finding the present two parts out of three of the said 
Townshipp of Trallwyn to be better worth then as in the afore- 
said infurmacton in the said order (viz') fowerteene pounds p 
Anni was certifyed to the said Comhittee 

“We have sett the same to one Mr. Robert Griffith of Pen- 
gwerne’ in the Parish of Asaph & County of Fflint until the 
second of January next for the sum of Twenty poundes of 
w™ he is to paye fowerteene poundes to the said Mr. Jones. 
being the some intimated in the Order aforesaid w*® we con- 


2 Son of Evan Griffith, of Pengwern, and his wife Ellen, sister of 
Archbishop Williams. He built Pengwern Hall in 1636. 
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ceiue to be the meaning of the Comittee, that he should enioy, 
and twenty shillinges wee allowed the said Mr. Griffith towards 
Myses and taxes and the other five pounds hee is to pay to the 
Treasurer noiated in the Act of Parliament, upon the first day 
of January next, according to a Memorandum of Demise made 
by us w% Coppie or Counterparte thereof wee have herewith 
returned, 
“ By Sam: Robinson 
Lodowick Middleton g = 
A’ Powell —_—— 
Richard Sadler 
“ Returned into the Registers Office 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
7° September 1646 
“Ex: Ra:. Hall Regist* Deput: 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands” 


“Prebend of VaynolWee find Dr. Hugh Williams late 
Prebend of Vaynol unto w™ Prebend are belonging all those 
five poréons called Vaynol, Kinmael, Dinorben, Pengwerne, 
and Bodlewithan with all and all manner of Glebe lands, Tene- 
ments, tythes, etc. advantages and hereditaments whatsoeuer 
within the Parish of Asaph & Countys of fflint and Denbigh 
wche said five porcons, pcells of the said Prebend or to any of 
them belonging. 

“Wm. Doulben, Esq. & Henry Lloyd, gent.—Memorandum.— 
Wee have seene a Coppy of an Indenture of Demise of the 
pmisses the w® wee were satisfyed was a true Coppy the date 
of w% Indenture was the third of October in the ninth year of 
the late King Charles made by the aforesaid Dr. Williams by 
the name of Hugh Williams! Clerke, Prebendary of the Prebend 
of Vaynol aforesaid unto William Doulben? of Denbigh in the 
County of Denbigh Esq’ and Henry Lloyd*® of Clifford Inn 
London, gent: and their assignes to hold for and during the 
firall liues of Dauid Doulben eldest son of John Doulben one 
of the sonnes of the said William Doulben Robert Doulben 
eldest sonn of John Doulben of Kaygwénion in the County of 
Denbigh, gent and of one John Conwey one of the grand 
children of Peirce Lloyd of Rhydorthy in the County of ffiint 
and the life of longest liuer paying to the said Prebend & his 


1 Rector of Llantrisant and Llanrhyddlad, dioc. Bangor. Father 
of Sir William Williams, the Speaker, and founder of the families 
of Bodelwyddan and Wynnstay. 

2 William Dolben of Segroit. Died 1643. 

8 Harry Lloyd of Rhyd, died 25 June 1638, at Rhydorddwy. 
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successors the yearly rent of forty markes at the ffeast of the 
Annunciation and S‘ Michael by even poréons. But are worth, 
as wee are informed upon Improuement ouer and aboue the 
psent p Anni xlii. The Rent is thus apporéoned—to the 
Land viijs. ivd.; to the Tythes xxvj/i. With Covenant from 
the Lessor to discharge all charges ordinary and extraordinary 
due out of the Demised pmisses 

“With clause alsoe of forfeiture (noie pene) to tenn shillings 
for euery twenty days that the Rent aforesaid shall bee behind 
unpaid, and with clause of Distresse and power to sell the said 
distresse as alsoe to enter upon the Tythes aforesaid and sell 
the same to satisfy the arreares of Rent and forfeiture returning 
the ouerplus to the Lessees. 

“The Lieues are all in being.” 


“Demerchion.—All that the parish church and Parish of 
Demerchion and all houses Barnes, Stables and other edifices 
thereunto belonging together with all Glebe Lands and other 
Lands Tenements, rents, seruices tythes etc. casualtyes and 
aduantages to the said Parish Church and Parsonage belonging 
or apptaining lying and being within the County of fflint 

“ Memorandum—that the last menéoned pmisses were by 
Dauid Yale! Dr of Law by Indenture bearing date the two and 
twentith day of Aprill in one and twentith year of King James 
for and in consideration of Thirty and fiue pounds to the said 
Dauid Yale in hand payd. Leased unto John Salusbury of 
Bachegrainge in the County of fflint, Esq’? To hold to him 
and his Assignes for and dureing the naturall lives of John 
Salusbury sonn and heire apparant of the said John Salusbury, 
Esq’ pty to the said Lease and of Roger Rogers of Demerchion 
in the said County of fflint, gent. and Roger Williams? the 
youngest of Coombe in the said County of fflint gent. and the 
life of the longest Liver of them. Paying therefore yearly to 
the said David Yale and his successo™ Prebends of Vaynol 
aforesaid the sum of Sixe pounds of Currant English money at 
the ffeast of St. Michaell and the Annunciacon by equall 
poréons, But are worth as wee are informed ou’ and above 
the psent rent p anni, xliiijl. 

“ The Lives are all in being and young. 

“The rent is thus apporconed—To the Lands, iiijs.; To the 


2 Dr. Yale was Prebendary of Vaynol, 1578, and Prebendary of 
Chester, 1582; Chancellor of Chester, 1587-1608. 

2 Roger Williams, the youngest, lived at Rhiallt ; his father, of the 
same name, at Plas yn Cwm. The former predeceased his father in 
1631. 
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Tythes, vii. xvis. With coveiint by the Lessor to free the 
Lessee and his Assignes from all manner of Dutyes ordinary 
and extraordinary due to the King Bi?? or Ordinary of the 
Diocess. 

“And with Clause of Distress for non-payment of the Rent 
upon the dayes menfoned if Lawfully demanded. 

“There is a Viccar in the said Parish of Demerchion whose 
viccaradge is endowed with the moyety of all the Tythes and 
Spirituall proffitts within the said Parish. 

“The Viccar’s name is Mr. Richard Jones.” 


“ Llangernew.—Wee find alsoe belonging to the said Prebend 
of Vaynol the Rectory of Llangernew in the County of Den- 
bigh of w*® wee were informed there was no Lease or Leases. 
Wee therefore sent for the partyes rumord to ptend such title 
who alleadged they had a Lease or Deed of Uses made to them 
of the same but not being able to produce the same they were 
contented for the psent to take the Tythes and proffitts of the 
said Rectory of us the wi*" wee sett unto the said Henry Lloyd! 
John Doulben? and Peter Midleton? by Memorandum of Demise 
with an endorsement thereupon that if they could before the 
rent day produce the said Lease they were to enioy it according 
to that Lease at the rent therein expressed. If not, then to 
pay accor’ to our Demise upon the first of January next 
Twenty six pounds as may appeare by a Counterparte of the 
said Demise herewthyall returned. But are worth upon Im- 
prouement as wee are informed ou’ and aboue the psent Rent 
p Anni, xiliz. 

“There is a Viccar there whose Viccaridge is endowed with 
the moyety of all the tythes and Spirituall proffitts within the 
said parish. 

“The Viccar’s name is Mr. Richard Lloyd. 

“Wee are informed since the ingrossing hereof that the. 
gentlemen aforenamed are disturbed in their enioymenth of 
the tyth by one Mr. W™. Stoddard by a ptended right from Dr. 
Hugh Williams late Prebendary of Vaynol therefore doe desire 
their security may be cancelled. 


1 Mr. Henry Lloyd of Rhanhir, whose altar-tomb, in the church- 
yard of Llangernyw, bears this inscription: ‘‘ Here lyeth the body 
of Harry Lloyd of Rhanheire, Gentleman, y* sonne of Roger Lloyd, 
Esq., husband to Mary Lloyd, daughter of Thomas Lloyd of Kym- 
ddel, in Llansannan, Esq", who died y® 14" of April An° D. 1665, 
aged 72, six months and two days.” 

? Most likely John Dolben of Segroit, near Denbigh. 

8 Peter Middleton of Talare in St. Asaph. 
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“ By Samuel Robinson 
Lodowick Middleton 
A™ Powell 
Richard Sadler 


“ Returned into the Registers Office 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
:; 7° September 1646. 
“Ex: Ra: Hall Regist Deput : 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands. 
Examinat™ p Will: Webb 
Superviso™ Gefiall.” 


Surveyors. 


“Uchmynydd.'—All that poréon of Tythes of Uchmynydd 
issuing ariseing increasing growing & renewing in from & out 
of the Townshipp or Manno" of Tyr Abbott? in the County of 
Denbigh and all and singular Glebe Lands Tythes ffruits & 
Oblagons Obventions offerings penéons & comodities & emolu- 
ments whatsoeuer with the appurtenances unto the saide porcon 
of Uchymynydd belonging being part parcell and Member of 
the Prebend or Rectory of Llanyfydd aforesaid. 

“Mem :—that the last men@oned pmisses were by Dr. John 
Davys? a late Prebend of Llanyfydd by Indenture bearing date 
the six and twentith day of May in the sixteenth year to the 
late King Charles upon good causes and Consideraéons him 
moveing demised unto Peter Morris of Price (sic) in the 
County of Denbigh, gent: to hold from the Date of the said 
Indenture for one and twenty years paying therefore yearly to 
the said Prebend and. his Successo™ as well the sum of five 
pounds of Lawfull money of England upon the ffeasts of 
Phillip and Jacob and all saints by equall porgons. As alsoe 
fiue pounds more yearly to the Curate of the Parish Church of 
Sputty for the tyme being during the said Tearme or other- 
wise agreeing with and satisfying the same Curate of Sputty 
for officiating there which pmisses are worth upon Improve- 
ment ouer and above the psent rent p anni, xx/i. 

“With clause of Distress for nonpayment of the rent at the 
tyme lymitted with Covenant from the Lessor to discharge all 
tenthes Subsidyes annuals Lactualles, procurations and all 


2 Uwchmynydd, an outlying township of Llannefydd, provided 
for, before the Reformation, by the House of St. John of Jerusalem 
at Yspytty Ieuan, and subsequently by the Chapelry of Y Fidog or 
Pentrevoelas, to which it is now attached. 

* The Abbot of Aberconway, to whom it formerly belonged. 

’ Dr. John Davies of Mallwyd, the Welsh grammarian and lexi- 
cographer. 
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charges ordinary and extraordinary whatsoeuer due or payable 
to the King’s Majestie and his successors or to the Ordinary of 
the place. 

“There were twelve yeares to come unexpired of the aforesaid 
Lease upon the six and twentith of May last past. 


“ By Peers Robinson 
Ar Powell — 
Lodowick Middleton ¢°™'Y°Y°S: 
Richard Sadler 


“ Returned into the Registers Office 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
7° September 16-46. 
“Ex: Ra: Hall Regist. Deput : 
for Sale of Deanes & Chapters Lands.” 


“Llanvayr Tal haierne—Wee find that John Saladyne! 
Master of Arts late Prebendary Comporconer Late of the 
Prebend of Llanvayr Tal haierne, al’s Dol haierne in the 
Cathedrall Church of Asaph aforesaide by his Indenture bear- 
ing date the twelvth of ffebruary in the thirteenth yeere of the 
late King Charles for and in consideraton of nynescore and 
five pounds to the said John Saladyne in hand paid, demised 
unto William Wynn? of Melai in the County of Denbigh, Esq’ 
all the said Prebend of Llanvayr Tal haierne al’s Dol haierne 
with all the Glebe Lands Tenements tythes and all other emolu- 
ments commodities and proffitts whatsoeuer with the appurten- 
ances to the same Prebend belonging to hold to him and his 
Assignes for and during the actual liues of him the said William 
Wynn & John Wynn and William Wynn sonnes of the said 
William Wynn and the life of the longest liver of them. Paying 
therefore yearly to the said Prebend and his Successo"™ twenty 
five pounds at the ffeast of S* Michaell yearely at or within the 
Cathedrall Church of S* Asaph in one Entire payment. And 
alsoe pay® all manner of charges ordinary and extraordinary 
due or growing out of the said Prebend either to the King’s 
Majestie or otherwise—which pmisses are worth as wee are 
informed upon Improuement ouer and aboue the psent Rent p 
Anni, xxxli, 

“The Rent is thus apporcioned—Lands p’ Annum,vs.; Tythes, 


2 John Saladyne, Preb. of Lianfair, 1630. Died c. 1653. 

2 William Wynne, of Melai, was High Sheriff of the county of 
Denbigh ix 1637. He married Margaret, daughter and heiress of 
Hugh Lloyd of Denbigh; and his eldest son, John, married Doro- 
thy, daughter of Sir William Williams, Bart., of Llanforda. 
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“ There is in the Lease aforesaid a clause of Distresse and re- 
entry for non payment of the said Rent within forty days after 
the ffeast on which it ought to be paid. 

“There is onely one life in being which is William Wynne, 
the same being under age.” 


“ John Price Gent.—-Wee find alsoe that Mr. Ellis Price’ is the 
other late Prebendary Comporéoner of Llanvayr Tal haierne 
aforesaid and that one ffoulkes Price? D™ of Divinity a former 
Prebendary Comporéoner by his Indenture bearing date the fif- 
teenth day of August in the two and twentith yeare of King 
James for diuers good causes & consideratons him moueing de- 
mised unto John Wynn? of Melai in the County of Denbigh 
Esq’ and John Price* Bachelor of Divinity & ffellow of St John’s 
Colledge in Cambridge the said Prebend of Llanvair Tal haierne 
al’s Dol haierne with all Glebe Lands tenths tythes etc. and all 
emoluments comodityes and proffitts whatsouer w the appur- 
tenances to the same belonging To have and to hold for and 
during the naturall lives of Jane Wynn late wife of Owen Price 
Deceased John Price and Mary Price son and heire and daugh- 
ter of the said Owen Price and the life of the longest liver of 
them Paying therefore yearely to the said ffoulke Price and 
his Successo™ the sum of Twenty five pounds yearly at the 
ffeasts of the Annunciaéon & Michaelmas by equall poréons at 
the South doore of the Parish Church of llangollen in the said 
County of Denbigh or within fifteen dayes next after either of 
the said ffeasts And alsoe paying all manner of charges ordi- 
nary and extraordinary whatsoeuer during the tearme of the 
seuerall liues aforesaid which pmisses or porton are worth as 
wee are informed upon Improuement over and above the psent 
Rent p Anni xxx/0. 

“The rent is thus apportoned—Land per Anni vs.; Tythes 


“With excepcons out of the said Lease of the Dividend out 


1 Ellis Price, A.M., was Vicar of Rhuddlan, 1633, till his death. 

2 Ffoulk Price, D.D., was Rector of Cerrig y Drudion, 1597-1614; 
Vicar of Gresford, 1609-13; Rector of Llandrinio, 1613-32. He 
"ji the consecration sermon at New Chapel (or Penrhos) in 
1627. 

8 John Wynne of Maenan Abbey, son of William Wynne of Melai, 
married Dorothy, daughter of Hugh Wynn Griffith, and so to 
Gwydir. 

* John Price, B.D., was evidently of the Glyn Egwystl, in Llan- 
gollen, and son of Owen Price; but what relation, if any, to Dr. 
F foulk Price does not appear. 
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of Llansillen and Rudland And with provisoes of re-entry for 
nonpayment of the Rent within twenty eight dayes after either 
of the said ffeasts. 
“There are remaining of the said Lives John Price and Mary 
Price both young. 
“ By Peers Robinson 
Lodowick Middleton sis 
Ar: Powell Garveye 
Richard Sadler 


“ Returned into the Registers Office for Sale 
of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
“'7° September 1649 
“Ex: Ra: Hall Regist* Deput: for Sale of Deanes 
and Chapters Landes 
“ Examt’ p Will: Webb Supervis™ Gefall.” 


“Meliden Prebend.—Wee find D* Nicholas Wright? the late 
Prebend of Meliden aforesaid and that one Dauid Gwin? clereke* 
a former Prebend of Meliden aforesaid by his Indenture bearing 
date the second of November in the seventeenth year of the late 
King Charles for diuers good causes & consideracons him mov- 
ing demised unto John ffowlkes* of Vaynol in the county of 
fflint gent. all that the said Prebend Rectory Church or Parson- 
age of Meliden with thapurtenances together with all messu- 
ages houses buildings gardens orchards glebe lands tenements 
hereditaments etc. within the Parish of Meliden in the said 
County of fflint To have to him and his Assignes for and dur- 
ing the lives of Luce Holland‘ of Kinmell in the county of Den- 
bigh widow Thomas Mostyn® of Rhyd in the county of filint 


2 Dr. N. Wright, Preb. of Meliden, 1645-49, was Vicar of They- 
don Garnon, in Essex, where he died and was buried. 

2 David Gwynn, A.M., collated to the Prebend, June 26, 1608, 
on the resignation of Roger Thomas. 

8 John Ffoulkes, of Vaynol, was the son of another John Ffoulkes 
of the same place. He was a Captain in King Charles’ army, and 
fell at the siege of Chester in 1645. His wife was Anne, eldest 
daughter of Evan Lloyd of Wigfair. 

* Lucy Holland of Kinmel was daughter of — Knowsle of Den- 
bigh, and she married, first, Dr. Wm Hughes, Bishop of St. Asaph ; 
secondly, David Holland of Kinmel ; and thirdly, William Wynne 
of Melai. She died in 1635. 

® Thomas Mostyn of Rhyd, son of Sir Roger Mostyn, Knt., mar- 
ried as his first wife Anne, daughter and heiress of Dr. William 
Hughes, Bishop of St. Asaph; and as his second, Gwen Parry, 
widow of Bishop Richard Parry of St. Asaph. 
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Esq. & William Mostyn! gent. son and heire apparant of the said 
Thomas Mostyn and the life of the longest liver of them Pay’ 
therefore to the said Dauid Gwin and his Successors forty 
pounds currant English money at the ffeasts of All Saints and 
Peter and Paul or within fourty days next after either of the 
said ffeasts by even poréons within the Porch at the South door 
of Meliden Church for all other Rents and charges of which 
pmisses, as wee are informed are worth upon Improuement over 
and aboue the psent Rent p Annii xiiili. 

“The Rent is thus apporconed To the Lands xxvs.; to the 
Tythes xxxviij/t. xvs. 

“There is in the said Lease a clause of Distrisie for nonpay- 
ment of the Rent at the tyme lymitted and a Covenant from 
the Lessor to discharge the Cure and pay all other charges ordi- 
nary & extraordinary whatsoever due out of the said Rectory. 

“The Cure of soules belongeth to the Rectory & there is one 
M’ Morgan ap Morgan Curate placed by the Corhittee for the 
County of fflint to whom the said M* Mostyn paid out of the 
Rectory aforesaid for officiating xx/i. 

“There is one life in being (viz*) the said William Mostyn 
Esq’ aged about xlvj yeares. 

“ By Peers Robinson 
Lodowick Middleton g 
‘A™ Powell urveyors 
Richard Sadler 
“ Returned into the Registers Office for Sale 
of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
“'7° September 1649 
“ Ex: Ra: Hall Regist’ Deput. for Sale of Deanes 
and Chapters Lands.” 


“Prebend of Myvod.—Wee find M’ Richard Evans? of Halkin 
the late Prebend of Myvod aforesaid and that there doth belong 
to the said Prebend these particulars following (viz*) 

“The Tythes of the Township of Myvod in the Parish of St‘ 
George and County of Denbigh being out of Lease and worth 
as wee are informed p annii viii/t. xs, 


2 William Mostyn, Gent., son and heir of Thomas Mostyn, mar- 
ried Anne Parry, daughter of the Bishop; and the same day his 
sister, Mary Mostyn, married Richard Parry, eldest son of the 
Bishop. These three marriages on one day are noticed in the Cwtta 
Cyfarwydd, p. 104. 

2 Richard Evans, A.M., Vicar of Llanrwst, 1618; Vicar of Tre- 
meirchion, 1619; Vicar of Welsh Pool, 1622; Rector of Halkin, 
1626; Vicar of Llanasa, 1633. Deprived by the Puritan approvers. 
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“The which pmisses are out of lease and disposed of by the 
Comittee for plundered Ministers the eleventh of June 1647 


“ By Peers Robinson 
Lodowick Middleton R 
A® Powell urveyors 
Richard Sadler 


“Returned into the Registers Office for Sale of 
Deanes and Chapters Landes 
«'70 September 1649 
“Ex: Ra: Hall Regist* Depart: for Sale of Deanes 
and Chapters Landes.” 


“ Henllan.—The Rectory or Parish of Henllan and the Tythes 
thereof lying and being in the County of Denbigh with a par- 
cell of Land belonging thereto called Groft y Skibbuer ddegwm 
containing about three quarters of an acre of Land more or less 
abutting East and South upon the Lands of ffowlke Lloyd of 
ffoxall Esq. and on the West and North upon the Lands of Ed- 
ward Griffith? gent: w°" Parsonage tyth and Land are out of 
Lease and are worth as wee are informed p Anni cxx/i. 

“The late Deane and Rector had Cure of Soules there. 

“There is a Curate officiating in the said Cure of Henllan 
who for his stipend hath p Anni xx/z, The Curates name is 
ffowlke Lloyd.” 


“ Kilowen Bodeigan and Rthlan.—The moiety of the Tyth of 
these Townshipps called Kilowen Bodeigan and Rthlan (Rhyllon) 
lying within the Parish of Asaph aforesaid and out of Lease 
worth as wee are informed p Annii x/i.” 


“Wickware & Meriadog— The Tyth of the two Townshipps 
called Wickware and Meriadog lying within the said Parish of 
Asaph and out of Lease and are worth as wee are informed p 
Annit iv/i.” 


“ Asaph Porcons Rhan Banister and Poolflat.—The Tyth wool 
and Lambs, Easter book, Oblatons, obvenéons, offerings, and 
pencons, yearely arising coming groweing and accrueing of in 
and out of Two porcons and parts of the said Deanery called 
Rhan Banister and Poolflat aforesaid out of Lease and are 
worth as wee are informed p Anni xxs. 

“ All w% foremenconed pmisses we have notwithstanding sett, 
by Memorandum of Demise until the second day of January 


1 High Sheriff of Flintshire in 1635. Dean Bankes had married 
“Catherine Griffith of Caerwys, widow”. Qu., his mother ? 
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next unto Peter Midleton of Talare in the County of fflint, 
gent.; at the rent of sixty six. pounds thirteene shillinges and 
fourpence to be paid the first day of January aforesaid hee 
discharging the Curates wages and all Myses and taxes together 
with the annual tenths and all other charges arising from and 
out of all the said poréons the Counterpane (sic) of which 
demise together with the Bond for payment of the Rent wee 
have herewthall returned.” 


“Rhan Banister and Poolflatt—All those the two poréons 
within the Parish of Hennllan and County of Denbigh afore- 
said commonly called and known by the name of Rhan Banister | 
and Poolflatt together with all manner of Tythes of Corne and 
Graine hay pigs geese hemp fflax etc. proffitts and aduantages 
whatsoeuer. 

“ Memorandum—That the last men@oned pmisses were by 
Thomas Bankes a Jate Deaneof the Cathedrall Church of St. Asaph 
with the consent of John then Bishop of Saint Asaph and of 
the Deane and Chapter there by Indenture bearing date the 
tenth day of October in the Eighth yeare of the late King 
Charles Leased unto Peter Griffith of Cayr wys in the County 
of fflint, Esq. To hold from the day of the date for one and 
twenty yeares paying yearely to the said Deane and his Suc- 
cesso™ the sum of Thirteen pounds six shillings and eightpence 
upon the first day of July or within ten days after for all other 
rents charges dutyes and demands ordinary or extraordinary 
Demandable and payable out of the pmisses. But are worth 
upon Improuement as wee are informed over and above the 
psent Rent p Annii xiijlz. vis. viijd. 

“With exception out of the said Lease of the tyth wooll and 
Lambes, Easter books, oblaéons obvenCons etc. reserued to the 
said Deane and his Success* w*" are before particularly men- 
coned and valued. 

“With Proviso alsoe of forfeiture of the said Lease if the Rent 
be not paid at the Deanes house within the dayes lymitted in 
the said Lease. 

“There be fower yeares to come in the aforesaid Lease the 
tenth day of October next.” 


“Garthwin Brodrychwyn, etc.—All the Tythes of corne grain 
hay wooll and Lambs and all small Tythes whatsoeuer coming 
growing arising renewing happening and accruing of and within 
the Townshipps, fields grounds and Circuits of Garthwyn Brod- 
rychwyn, Kynent, Kilie and Dolygan Erw lying and being 
within the P’ish of Llanvayr tal haierne a/’s Dol haierne in the 
County of Denbigh and all other proffitts emoluments etc. due 
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and payable to the said Deane of Asaph of or within the said 
Townshipps or any of them. 

** All which pmisses last menéoned were by the said Late 
Deane by Indenture bearing date the first day of March in the 
thirteenth yeare of the late King Charles Afio Diti 1637 
Demised unto Peter Middleton aforesaid To hold to him and 
his Assignes for and during the tearme of one and twenty 
yeares to begin from the Last day of ffebruary last past before 
the date of the said Indenture paying yearely to the said 
Deane and his Successo™ the sum of Eleven pounds at the 
ffeasts of Phillip and Jacob and All Saints by even porcons 
but are worth (as wee are informed) upon Improuement ouer 
and aboue the psent rent p Annii xix/i. 

“ With coveint of the Lessor to discharge all charges ordinary 
and extraordinary due and issuing out of the said Demised 
pmiisses. 

“ Besyde the reserued rent, and improued values there is issu- 
ing out of the last mentoned demised pmisses a fourth part of 
all the tythes and proffitts of the same allowed towards the 
salary or stipend for the Curate officiating in the Parish Church 
of Llanvayr aforesaid ammounting to the value (as wee are 
informed) of p Annii the sui of tenn pounds. 

mi ms Curates name (at psent) of Llanvayr aforesaid is Richard 
ughes. 

“There be nyne yeares to come unexpired in the said Lease 
the first day of March next. 


“ By Peers Robinson 
Lodowick Middlet 
Ar. Powell gSutveyors. 
Richard Sadler 


“ Returned into the Registers Office 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands 
7° September 1649. 
“ Ex: Ra: Hall Regist™ Deput: 
for Sale of Deanes and Chapters Lands. 
Examt™ p Will. Webb Supeviso" Gefiall.” 




















OLD RUG. 


Tue earliest mention of this place, known to us in 
ancient writings, is found in the nearly contempora- 
neous biography of Gruffydd ab Cynan, Prince of North 
Wales, written in the Welsh language ; translated by 
Nicholas Robinson, Bishop of Bangor, 1566-1584, into 
Latin, and printed in the Myvyrian Archavology of 
Wales in Welsh, but never, we believe, in the Latin. 
The identity of the place there referred to with Rig 
would seem to have escaped the observation of histo- 
rians simply because it is there written, in its true and 
original orthography, not “ Rig”, but “ Crag”, spelt in 
the original in its old Welsh form, “ Crac”. 

Prince Gruffydd, returning a second time from exile 
in Ireland, had, by allying his forces with those of 
Rhys ab Tudor, Prince of South Wales, defeated their 
common enemy, Trahaiarn ab Caradoc, lord of Arwystli, 
the usurper of the crown of both kingdoms, in a 
pitched battle at Mynydd Carno, in which the 
usurper was slain, together with the greatest portion 
of his army. Prince Gruffydd followed up his victory 
by devastating Arwystli, the hereditary territory of 
Trahaiarn, not sparing even the fields of the churches, 
The biographer then proceeds to narrate as follows :— 
“And having thus slain his enemies, and entirely de- 
stroyed their land, he (Gruffydd) returned to his own 
property, and the very homestead of his father, to pos- 
sess it, and to pacify it; and there was rest for a few 
days in Gwynedd. 

“And while he was thus in the enjoyment of his 
kingdom, Meirion Goch, one of his barons, was stirred 
up by the instigation of the Devil to accuse him to 
Hugh Earl of Chester, and he betrayed him in this 
wise. He caused the two Norman Earls (that is to 


say, the above-named Hugh and Hugh Earl of Shrews- 

















NAM WOOD “Ome 























.OLD ROG. 49 


bury, son of Roger of Montgomery) to come together, 
and with them a numerous body of horse and foot, as 
far as Cruc in Edeyrnion, when the traitor betrayed 
him in these words: ‘ My Lord,’ said he, ‘two Earls of 
the district salute you, and pray you to come with your 
strange men to confer with them at Cruc in Edeyrnion’; 
and Gruffydd, believing these words, went to the place 
of their ambuscade in the foliage ; and when the Earls 
saw him, they seized him and his retinue, and put him 
into a most abominable prison in Chester Gaol, where 
they kept him for twelve years in fetters. His foreign 
(t.e., Irish) followers they let go, each with the loss of 
his right thumb.” In the sixteenth year after this he 
was seen in chains in the Market-Place by a country- 
man of Edeyrnion, by name Cynwric Hir, who with his 
companions carried him off by night, while the bur- 
gesses were at dinner, and kept him at-his own house, 
in concealment, until he recovered his strength. 

It is clear from this passage that the original name 
of the place was “Cruc” or “ Crag”, meaning merely 
the mound or tumulus, before the spot was occupied 
by a house at all. The word “ Rag”, so spelt in MSS. 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, has been 
formed simply by dropping the initial c, through the 
ordinary process of phonetic decay. The present mode 
of spelling the word, namely “Rhdg”, which has scarcely 
been in vogue for a quarter of a century, is founded 
upon a false derivation by some too ambitious etymo- 
logist, who saw, probably, the word given as a particle, 
in Dr. Owen Pughe’s Dictionary, for the rvot of the 
substantive rhugl (whence, perhaps, the English wrig- 
gle), meaning friction, and the verb rhuglaw, to rub or 
clear away; terms in no way expressive of the character 
of the place. From such etymology, based only upon 
sound (“vow et preterea nihil”), we may be permitted 
to warn the rising generation of philologists to shrink 
as from the sting of a viper or the muffled bellow of 
some still distant bull. “Hubet fenum in cornu, longe 
Suge.” A similar instance of destruction of the pleas- 

5TH SER., VOL. IV. 4% 








50 OLD RUG. 


ing significance of a place-name is found in that of 
“Plas yn Veivod”, near Llangollen,—now written 
“Vivod”, as spelt, perhaps, in some old legal document 
by a Saxon scribe, in scorn of ‘ Cadwalader and all his 
goats”. The word is the same as “ Meivod”, and means 
‘the May abode”. 

We think that our readers will entertain a grateful 
appreciation of the kindness of Mr. Wynn of Rag in- 
enabling us to present them with the accompanying 
copper-plate engraving of the ancient mansion in which 
so many ancestral generations of the Salisburys, and 
their maternal forefathers also, descendants of Owain 
Brogyntyn, and of the old Princes of Powys, lived and 
died. Into their history now we have no occasion to 
enter, a genealogical account of the family descended 
from that of Bachymbyd, a younger branch of Lleweni, 
having already appeared in the pages of this Journal.’ 
Nothing further, therefore, seems to be necessary than 
to add to it a brief description of the engraving, and 
the few facts relating to it, which have come to the 
knowledge of the writer, whose eye casually fell upon 
the copper-plate, while examining, by the same kind 
permission, the collection of archeological curiosities 
at the modern mansion of Rig, erected, according to 
local tradition, soon after the commencement of the 
present century. It may be well to observe at the 
outset that the present house stands at some little 
distance from the spot occupied by its predecessor, the 
site of which was adjacent to the very ancient mound 
at the head of the lake, a part of which has apparently 
been made to fall within the scope of the engraving, 
on the left of the terrace facing the house, the raised 
embankment of which is seen sloping downwards 
towards the water on the right of the further gable. 
It is this furthest gable which bears the greatest 
appearance of antiquity. ‘The other two may safely 
be characterised as different additions to, or enlarge- 
ments of, the original domicile, built out to meet the 


1 See Arch. Camb., 1877, pp. 116, 194; 1878, p. 284. 
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wants created by the ever-widening requirements of 
an increasing luxury, or developments of social inter- 
course in the silent progress of centuries. The extreme 
tallness of the nearest chimney, and the somewhat 
smaller height of its near neighbour, regarded rela- 
tively to that of those on the older building, bespeak 
perhaps a growth of human sensitiveness to the 
“nuisance of smoke, as well as the ingenuity called 
forth by the architectural necessity which must have 
sprung from the circumstance that the new buildings 
had to be erected within a confined space so immedi- 
ately under the mound as to preclude otherwise the 
proper circulation of air. 

From the subject of air and chimneys let us pass 
to the consideration of that of windows and light. It 
will be observed that in the furthest, largest, and 
probably oldest of the three buildings or divisions of 
the mansion the gable has two mullioned windows, 
seemingly of three lights each, and two, not so high, 
in the side-wall, containing each the same number of 
lights, and one over the other; the uppermost perhaps 
half the size of the lower one, and so near the roof as 
to leave no intermediate space. In the middle build- 
ing a part of one window only is visible, consisting of 
three larger and lower lights, and three very small 
ones separated from the lower by a transom. The 
window in the third and nearest building is also only 
partially visible, but sufficiently so for observation of 
its very different architectural character, being mani- 
festly of the debased period. It is slightly projecting, 
and comprises two compartments, each of six small 
plain squares, the whole surmounted by a plain triple 
overlapping moulding; and over and adjoining it a 
square stone let into the wall for a coat of arms, or 
possibly merely the date of foundation with initials of 
the founder and his wife on either side, as seen in so 
many edifices of the last two or three centuries. The 
span of the roof of this gable looks wider than the 


others, indicating also a later period of erection. At 
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‘Otte end of the gable of the building first described is 
a@ Small cross, surmounting possibly the upper chamber 
used as a chapel. The house must have been entered 
by a door on the opposite side, not exhibited, of 
course, in the drawing, towards which a path leading 
from a corner of the terrace is seen to wind round the 
end of the house, and between it and the water. 
Between the terrace and this part of the house is a 
low wall and a very low building, opening, as it would 
seem, into the middle building, and serving probably 
for a scullery or pantry. 

Besides the windows which are seen on the west 
front of the mansion presented in the engraving, there 
would have been others on the east, which must be 
held to be the principal front, as it contained the front 
door, approached probably by a broad road or drive 
for vehicles ; or, as in other similar instances, a court- 
yard, surrounded by stabling, with a garden on each 
side of the door, railed off from the yard by an 
enclosure of close upright palings. A view of this 
side of the house would have been extremely interest- 
ing, had one been preserved to us. A path which 
must have led to it winds round the south gable, and 
just above the water, which at this point recedes so as 
to form a small creek, that may have contained a 
diminutive boat-house at the further end. Behind 
this are seen two or three rather high bushes, looking 
as though they had been clipped, of cypress or yew. 
Beyond these again are three forest-trees, with a back- 
ground of two low sloping hills, the nearest filled with 
small fields divided by hedgerows. At the foot of 
this again are two enclosures, separated by a low bank 
or wall, and flanking the lake under an embankment 
below them. On these little fields the light is re- 
flected so strongly in the engraving that, at first sight, 
they might be taken for two small ponds or fish-stews, 
cut off from the main body of the water by the bank. 

On the whole, the engraving does not present a 
sufficient appearance of finish to lead to the inference 
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that‘it is the work of a professional artist, but rather 
that of an amateur. But ‘it is certainly’a curiosity, 
and it were to be wished that more such were in 
existence, to preserve the architectural and other dis- 
tinctive features of the dwellings of ancient and his- 
toric families in Wales. Nut a few of these still 
remain, wholly or in part, as farmhouses, into which 
they have been converted on their abandonment by 
their owners for larger and more commodious residences 
representing a different,and doubtless more cultured, 
taste than is found embodied’ in the ruder and more 
simple domiciles of our remote, and even in many exam- 
ples our more immediate, forefathers. 

H. W. L. 








THE MARRIAGE-CONTRACT OF KING 
EDWARD II. 


OnE of the results of the meeting of our Society at 
Swansea was to bring under their notice the marriage- 
contract of Edward II, when Prince of Wales, with 
Isabel, the daughter of Philip IV, King of France, and 
sister of Louis Count of Evreux (afterwards Louis X), 
which is preserved in a frame, under glass, in the 
Museum of the Royal Institution of South Wales. 
Under ordinary circumstances a notice of this docu- 
ment would be foreign to the purposes of our Society. 
The fact, however, of its discovery at Swansea, and the 
unfortunate King’s short stay there, give it a local 
interest, and render the possession of the original by 
the Institution deserving of more than a passing men- 
tion. There can be but little doubt that the King, in 
his flight from London, carried it with him; and 
that in his anxiety to escape he left it behind in 
the Castle, with whatever else he could not readily 
carry away with him. After his capture, near Llan- 
trisant, on the 16th of November 1326, his pursuers 
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probably pillaged what was left in the Castle, taking 
charge only of the documents which appeared to them 
of a lasting importance. On one of the Patent Rolls 
(m. 5, 20 Edward IT) is a memorandum that on Sun- 
day the Feast of St. Cecilia (Nov. 22), William la 
Zouche and John and Edward St. John brought to the 
chamber of Queen Isabella, who was then lodged in the 
Bishop’s Palace at Hereford, four bags containing rolls, 
inquisitions, and other memoranda of the King’s chan- 
cery, taken by them in the Castle of Swansea, and then 
and there delivered them to Henry de Clifford, Keeper 
of the Rolls. 

The marriage-contract was either overlooked or left 
behind. Into whose custody it fell, or continued to 
be, until the present century, we have no account. All 
that is now known is that rather more than fifty years 
ago a poor patient of the late Dr. Nicholl of Swansea, 
unable to give him a pecuniary remuneration for his 
services, begged his acceptance of a small box contain- 
ing old deeds and papers, among which was the 
marriage-contract. ‘Soon after the opening of the Royal 
Institution, in 1835, Dr. Nicholl, at the instance of 
Colonel Francis, presented it to the Museum. 

It remains to briefly narrate a few facts in reference 
to the document. In the spring of 1303 the Bishop of 
Winchester, the Count of Savoy, Henry de Lacy, Earl 
of Lincoln, and Otto de Grandison, were sent to Paris 
by King Edward, as his plenipotentiaries, to arrange 
terms of peace between France and England, negotia- 
tions for which had been for some time proceeding with 
the Pope’s intervention. On the 20th of May a formal 
treaty of peace was concluded, and immediately after- 
wards the Princess Isabel, who was then a child of 
eight years old, was espoused to Prince Edward ; the 
Count of Savoy and the Earl of Lincoln, the English 
King’s proctors, acting on behalf of Prince Edward on 
the occasion. 

The Count of Savoy was Amédée V, second son of 
Thomas de Savoy, Count of Flanders. He succeeded 
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his uncle, Philip, as Count and Duke of Savoy in 1285, 
and gave up to his nephew, Philip, the principality of 
Piedmont and the other possessions of his house on the 
other side of the Alps,—a division which lasted for a 
century and a half. 

Henry Earl of Lincoln is styled in the contract and 
other documents, written in French during the negoti- 
ations, as ‘ Conte” or ‘‘ Cuenz de Nicole”; and in those 
written in Latin by his proper title, “ Lincolnie Comes”. 

The marriage was solemnised at Boulogne shortly 
after King Edward’s death, on the 28th of January 1307. 
The contract on the occasion of the espousals is, in 
some places, damaged by damp. Fortunately, on a 
search in Rymer’s Fadera (see vol. ii, 2nd ed., p. 928), 
a copy was found of the enrolment, which supplied the 
words obliterated, and removed any doubt as to those 
abbreviated. Thus a correct copy, with the abbrevia- 
tions of the original extended, is now printed : 


“A Touz ceus (qui ce)s presentes lettres verront et orront 
Looys filz du Roi (de) France Cuens'’de Eureux Robert de Bur- 
goigne et Iehan de Bretaigne duks et Pierre Sires de Chambli 
Chevalir et chambellan notre Seigneur le Roi de France messages 
et procureurs du dit roi a ce establiz Salut Nous fesons sauvir 
que comme il ait este prononcié par le Pope comme par privee 
persone et comme Benoit Gaytan par la vertu du compromis 
(fait en) li que mariage se face de Monsire Edouard filz du Roi 
Dengletérre et de Madame Ysabel fille le Roi de France notre 
Seigneur devant dit (si tost) comme elle vendra en aage de faire 
mariage dedenz? les quatre mois apres ce qu ilen ara este 
requis par notre dit Seigneur le Roi o douaire de dis et wit mile 
libres de tornois petiz de rente sur certeinnes condicions et 
peinnes mises et aiostees* en la prononciation desus dite et es 
lettres fait sur ce Et quant au dit mariage il ait oste les epes- 
chemez qui i estoient on poaient estre par raison de lignage et 
au dispense par auctorite Dapostole et empres* la dite pronon- 
ciacion aucuns traities et acorz aient este euz et faiz a Mostereul® 
entre les messages et procureurs des diz rois condicions et 
peines mises et aiostees quant a la finete du dit mariage si come 


1 Comte. 2 Old form of “ dedans”’. 8 “Ajustées”’. 
4 “ ensuite” after. 5 Montreuil. 
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elles son plus pleinement contennes es lettres faites sur ce 
Nous la prononciacion les traities et les acorz desus diz et chas- 


cun diceus sur les peines et sur les condicions au dites come ~ 


messages et procureurs du dit notre Seigneur le Roi en nom de 
li pour ses hoirs et pour ses successeurs et pour Madame Ysabel 
desus dite ratefions agreons et approuvons et prometons en nom 
du dit notre Seigneur le Roi a les tenir garder et accomplir fer- 
mement sur les peines desus dites Item les diz Contes de 
Savoie et de Nicole comme messages et procureurs du dit Mon- 
sire Edouard filz du dit Roi dengleterre pour li et in nom de li 
fiancerent presentement en la presence du dit notre Seigneur le 
roi de France et de haute dame Madame Iehaine par celle meme 
grace Reine de France mere de la dite Madame Ysabel icelle 
Madame Ysabel present et receuant elle presenz ses diz parentz 
et les diz procureurs recevanz fianga le dit Monsire Edouard en 
la main de honor pere Gile par celle (meme) grace Arcevesque 
de Narbonne sur les peines et sur les condicions desus dites En 
tesmoign de laquele chose nous avons faire sceller ces lettres de 
nos seaus Donne a Paris la vintieme jour de Mai en lan de grace 
mil trois cenz et trois.” 


To the marriage-contract, which is written on parch- 
ment, three seals are attached by strips of parchment. 
The first seal, in dark wax, is uninjured. It bears on 
its face the three lions of England, gardant passant, 
placed one above the other within a plain circular bor- 
der, the legend on which is not legible without a close 
examination. It has not a label with five points, which 
is a distinguishing feature of Edward’s seal as Prince 
of Wales. The counterseal is hidden from view. It 
may have been the seal made for the use of the King’s 
Proctors on the occasion. Colonel Francis has unac- 
countably supposed this seal to have been attached by 
mistake, and to have been the seal of the Staple of the 
city of Lincoln. 

As Colonel Francis made a careful examination of 
the other seals, his description, with a few alterations, 
is adopted. The second seal, in red wax, is that of 
Louis Count of Evreux, originally about 3 inches in 
diameter. It has lost nearly the whole of its legend. 
The field is charged with a knight on horseback, ad- 
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mirably executed. He is armed in chain-mail ; his 
body is covered with the flowing surcoat of the period. 
In his right hand he holds a sword secured by a chain, 
and on his left arm a triangular, rounded shield charged 
with his arms, semée of fleurs-de-lis, surmounted by a 
baton. These arms also enrich the trappings of his 
horse. Flowing ailettes are attached to his helmet, 
which is conical, with a square, barred vizor. The horse 
has a nodding plume of feathers on his head. The 
counterseal has *K siGILLVM COMITIS EBROICENSIS for an 
inscription, surrounding a triangular shield within a 
trefoil, on which are the same armorial bearings as on 
the seal. 

The third seal, of dark green wax, is also imperfect, 
and the legend broken away. It probably was the seal 
of Princess Isabel. In the field is a large fleur-de-lis ; 
in the base a castle; to the left a small triangular 
shield, the arms on which are illegible ; in chief, two 
small fleurs-de-lis. The counterseal has three fleurs-de- 
lis on a triangular shield. The inscription is illegible. 


R. W. B. 
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YN CYNNWYS ACHAU AMRYW DEULUOEDD 
YN NGWYNEDD, POWYS, ETC. 


By the kind permission of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, 
Bart., the following pedigrees relating to North Wales 
are allowed to appear in the Archeologia Cambrensis. 
The original MS. was burnt in the year 1858, when 
Wynnstay was almost totally destroyed by fire. For- 
tunately a transcript had been made by the Rev. J. Jen- 
kins, Vicar of Kerry.’ Of this transcript, the late Mr. 
Joseph Morris, of Shrewsbury, in the year 1829 made 
a copy, which, together with other MSS., the late Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart., bought from Mr. Joseph 
Morris’ representatives. The pedigrees are brought 
down, in many cases, to the beginning of the eighteenth 
century. 

The original MS. was written between the years 1645 
and 1728,’ and by persons well acquainted with the 
neighbourhood of Llansilin. In a note’ at the end of 


1 “ Ceri, Awst 7, 1828. Gorphenais y gwaith o ad’scrifenu yr hén 
Lyfr-Achau a elwir Llyfr Silin: trwy weled cywreinrwydd yr hen 
Achaneswyr yn eu swydd, a’r amlygiad a gefais yn eu cofion a’r 
helyntion Teuluaidd a hen arferion y wlad, y gorchwy] er ei fod yn 
faith nid oedd flin i mi.—J. J.” 

2 “Y Foelas yn Yspyti; Robert Wynn sydd heddyw 1645. Moel 
y Garth, Cegydfa, Mam Brochwel (yr wan 1728) yw Sarah ferch 
Thomas Williams Person Llangyniew. Dolarddyn 1728. Plant 
Gabriel Wynn yw John a Gabriel a Harri; ac o ferched Ann, Mary, 
Magdalen, a Judith.”* 

8°“ Y mae amryw argoelion i’w canfod-yn nglyn ysgrif y Ilyfr 
hwn (a elwir Llyfr Silin) bod yr Achau a gynhwysir ynddo yn dra 
chywir ; ac hefyd i’r gyn-ysgrif fyned trwy ddwylaw a bod ym 
mherchenogaeth dau Achwyr a Hynafiaethwyr godidog yn eu hoes, 
sef William Morus o Gefn y braich a John Davies o’r Rhiwlas, y 
ddau o blwyf Silin, am ba achos y rhoddwyd yr enw Silin ar y Llyfr, 
er ei wahan-nodi oddiwrth lyfrau ysgrifen eraill, megis Llyfr Ced- 
wyn, Llyfr Melangell, etc. Gwalter Mechain.” 
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the transcript, the Rev. Walter Davies (Gwalter Mech- 
ain) gives it as his opinion that the original MS. 
passed through the hands of the learned antiquary, 
William Maurice of Cefnybraich, and John Davies, the 
well-known genealogist, of Rhiwlas, both of whom lived 
in the parish of Llansilin. 

May it not have been commenced by Edward Davies! 
of Rhiwlas, and continued by his more celebrated son, 
John Davies, who was born on the 10th of October 
1652? The Davies’ (of Rhiwlas) pedigree was compiled 
in the lifetime of John Davies’ mother, Margaret Davies, 
who was buried at Llansilin upon Tuesday the 4th of 
July 1693. 





GOGERDDAN. 


Sir Richard Prise ap Sir Richard Prise ap Sir John 
Prise’ ap Sir Richard Prise® ap Sion ap Richard ap Rys 
ap Dafyd Llwyd ap Dafyd‘ ap Ryddech ap Ieuan Llwyd 
ap Ieuan ap Gruff. foel ap Gruff. ap Ifor ap Kadifor ap 
Gwaithfoed. 

Mam Sion oedd Elliw verch William ap Siankin ap 

Torwerth ap Einion o Feirionydd. 

Mam Richard ap Rys oedd Kattrin verch Rys ap 
Dafydd Lloyd ap Dafyd ap Einion ap Howel 
ap Tudr ap Einion fychan ap Einion ap Meirig 
ap leva ap Ifor ap Idnerth ap Cadwgan ap 
Elystan Glodrudd. Cais Ach y Drenewydd. 

Mam Rys ap Dafydd Lloyd oedd ... ferch Mered. ap 
Dafydd ap Ieuan fychan ap Ieuan ap Rys ap 
Llowdden. 

Chwaer hono oedd Mam Rys ap Lewis Taid 
Watkin Thomas. 
1 Born Feb. 20, 1618, and buried at Llansilin upon Monday the 
14th day of March 1680. 

2 High Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 1591, 1622. 

> High Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 1603. 

* Pa le y mae Ieuan ap Rhyddech ap leuan Llwyd y Bardd ? 


medd Walter Davies. Brawd oedd Ieuan y Bardd Dafydd ap 
Ryddech yn gartrefu gydag ef yn Gogerddan. ‘I'ybia I Ienkins. 
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Mam Dafydd Lloyd oedd merch Owain ap Rikert ap 
Gruff. ap Mered. Vrongoch ap Llewelyn ap 
Howel ap Seissyllt ap Kadwgan ap Elystan 
Glodrudd. 

Mam Cattrin-verch Rys oedd Margred verch Jeuan 
ap Owen ap Mered. ap Dafydd Vychan ap Gruff. 
ap Einion ap Sulien ap Cariadog ap Gollwyn. 

Mam Rydderch ap Ieuan Llwyd vedd Angharad hael 
verch Rikert ap Einion ap Cynwric ap Morgan 
ap Ph. ap Seissyllt ap Llewelyn ap Cadwgan ap 
Elystan Glodrudd. 

Mam Margred verch Ieuan ap Owen oedd Goleubryd 
verch Mered. ap Ieuan ap Llewelyn ap Tudr ap 
Gronw ap Einion ap Seissyllt ap Ednowain ap 
Eunydd ap Iswalter ap Idris arw ap Klydno ap 
Ynyr farfdrwch ap Gwyddno Garanhir. 

Mam Elliw verch William ap Siankyn oedd Lowri 
verch Gruff. ap Rhys ap Davydd ap Howel ap 
Gruff. ap Ywain ap Bleddyn ap Owain Brogyn- 
tyn. 

Mam ‘ae ap lorwerth oedd Gwenllian verch 
Cynwric ap Rotpert ap Iorwerth ap Ririd ap 
Iorwerth ap Madoc ap Ednowain Bendew, un 
o'r 15 Llwyth Gwynedd. 

Mam Lowri verch Gruff. ap Rhys ap Davydd ap 
Howel oedd Margred verch Robert ap Gruff. 
goch ap Davydd ap Madoc ap Meiric ap Dafydd 
ap Llowarch ap Ieuan gam ap Cynddelw ap 
Rhys ap Edryd ap Enethan ap Siaffeth ap Kar- 
wedd ap Marchudd, un o'r 15 Llwyth. Cuis 
Ach Bryneuryn. 

Mam Margred oedd Lowri verch Tudr ap Gruff. fy- 
chan, ap Gruff. o’r Rhuddallt ap Madoc fychan 
ap Madoc Krwpl ap Gruff. Farwn gwyn ap 
Gruff. Arglwydd: Dinas Bran ap Madoc ap Gruff. 
Maelor ap Madoc ap Mered. ap Bleddyn ap 
Cynfyn. 

Mam Ieuan Lloyd ap Ieuan ap Gruff. foel oedd Elliw 

verch Mered. ap Cad. fantach ap Cad. ap Llew- 


















Peisrudd: medd Ieuan Brechfa. 
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elyn ap Gruff. ap Mered. ap Edilfrych ap Pry- 
dyr veisrydd ap Einion ap Kwnws ap Pyll ap 
Sandde ap Gwyddno Garanhir * 

Mam Elliw verch Mered. oedd Gwenllian verch 
Mered. ap Owen ap Gruff. ap yr Arglwydd 
Rhys ap Tewdwr. 

Mam Gwenllian verch Cynwric ap Rotpert oedd 
Angharad verch Gruif. fychan ap Gruff. ap Da- 
fydd goch ap Dafydd ap Gruff. ap Llewelyn ap 
Iorwerth Drwyndwn. 

Mam Dafydd ap Rhydderch uchod oed Angharad 
verch Gruff. Gryg ap Ieuan fychan ap Ieuan ap 
Rhys ap Llowdden. medd eraill Mawd verch 
William Klement. 

Mam Owain ap Mered. ap Dafydd oedd Lleuku verch 
Ieuan ap Madoc ap Kad. Wenwys ap Gruff. ap 
Beli ap Selyf ap Brochwel ap Aedden ap Cyn- 
gen ap Elisse ap Gwylawg ap Beli ap Mael 
Mynen ap Selyf Sarffeadw ap Cynan Garwyn 
ap Brochwel Ysgythrog. 

Mam Leuku oedd Gwenhwyfar verch Gruff. ap 
Alo. 

Mam Gruff. ap Alo oedd Efa verch Einion Ddistain 
ap Iorweth ap Gwrgenau ap Uchdryd ap Edwin. 


BETTWS MAELIENYDD. 


John Llwyd ap Hugh ap Sion Llwyd ap Hugh ap 
Sion ap Dafydd Llwyd ap Howel Dd ap Howel ap 
Madoc ap Meiric Dwpa ap Meiric goch ap Generic ap 
Kad. fychan ap Kad. ap Gwion ap Hoeliew goch ap 
Rys ap Hoeliew ap Cadwgan ap Elystan Glodrudd. 
Mam Sion Llwyd ap Dafydd Llwyd oedd Cattrin 
verch Howel fychan ap Howel ap Gruff. ap Sian- 
kin o Llwydiarth. A’r Gattrin hono a fuase ’n 
briod aThomas Llwyd of Fodlith yn Nghynlleth. 


1 Nota. Kad. fantach ap Kad. ap Gruff. ap Ririd ap Predyr 
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TRE NEWYDD YN NGEDEWAIN, &c. 


Sir John Powel Pryce ap Sir John Pryce ap Sir Fy- 
chan’ ap Sir Matthew ap Sir John Pryce, Bart., ap Ed- 
ward Pryce ap John Pryce’ap Matthew goch*ap Thomas 
ap Rys‘ap David Llwyd ap David ap Einion ap Howel 
ap Tudr ap Einion Fychan ap Einion ap Meiric ap Ieva 
ap Ifor ap Idnerth ap Cadwgan ap Elystan Glodrydd 
ap Cyhelyn—Mor—Sefr—Cawr—Gwenwynwyn—Id- 
nerth—lIorwerth hirflawdd—Tegonwy—Teon—Gwn- 
nai Dau freuddwyd — Hoywliw — Bywdeg — Rhun 
Rhuddbaladr — Lari — Casnar Wledig -— Lludd —Beli 
Mawr. 

Mam Sir John Pryce y Bart. cyntaf oedd Julian verch 
John Fychan ap Owen ap John ap Howel Fy- 
chan ap Gruff. ap Siankyn. Mal Ach Llwydi- 
arth. 

Mam Edward Pryce oedd Elizabeth verch Rhys ap 
Moris ap Owen ap Ieuan Blaenie. 

Mam John Pryce oedd Sives verch Ieuan Gwyn ap 
James ap Rhys o’r Mynachdy. | 

Mam Matthew goch oedd (Florence) verch Howel 
Colynwy ap Meiric. 

Mam Thomas Pryce oedd Margred verch ac etifeddes 
Ieuan ap Owen ap Meredydd, hwn a elwyd y 
Koch 0 Bowis, o'r Neuadd Wen; a mam Mere- 
dydd ap Rhys (0 Geri) hefyd. Margred verch 
Ieuan ap Owen, fal o’r blaen, oedd Aeres y 
Neuadd-Wen aii Pherthynasau. 

Ac ir Margred hono y bu Thomas ap Rhys a 
Meredydd ap Rhys: ac i Meredydd ap Rhys y 
bu John, ac i John y bu Richard ac i Richard 
y bu Edward ac i Edward y bu Adam ac i 
Adam y bu Edward Pryce oGeri. Yn y FI. 1652. 
Hyn a gaed gan Dafydd Derwas. 





1“ Oedd gan Sir Fychan Pryce Frawd hynach nac efe ei hun sef 
Sir Matthew a fu farw yn ddiblant.—I. I.” 

2 Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 1566. 

3 Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 1548. * Obit 1469. 
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Flant Thomas Prys oedd Matthew goch ap Thomas 


ap Rhys or Drenewydd, ac Arthur Prys o'r 

Faenol, ac Oliver ap Thomas o’r Neuadd-Wen 

yn Kaereinion, Tad Robert ap Oliver: A Gw- 
raig Robert ap Oliver oedd Cattrin verch Moris 

ap Ieuan ap Howel o Llangedwyn. A Gwen 

verch Thomas ap Rhys oedd Gwraig Humphre - 
Lloyd ap Davydd Llwyd ap Sir Gruff. Fychan 

or Llai. Gwel ach Llangedwyn. 


Mam Cattrin gwraig Robert ap Oliver oed Damasin 


verch Ieuan Llwyd o Abertanat. Gwel Ach 
A bertanat. 


Plant John Prys ap Mathew Goch oedd Edward, 


Mathew a Richard ; ac o Ferched Blanse gw- 
raig Lewis Blane mam Sion Blaene o Dregynon ; 
Mary gwraig Dafydd ap Rhys ap Dafydd ap 
Howel o Gwmwd Deuddwr; a Margred gwraig 
Sion Llwyd o Nant Irwen. 


GLANMEHELI YN NGERI, 1652. 


Edward Prys ap Adam ap Edward ap Richard ap 
John ap Meredydd' ap Rhys ap David Llwyd ap David 
&c. mal ach Drenewydd. 

Mam Edward Prys ap Adam oedd Siwsan verch ac 


etifeddes Dafydd Powell o Westyn ap Lewis ap 
Howel. 


Mam Siwsan oedd verch Edward Herbert o Drefald- 


wyn. 
Mam Adam Prys oedd verch John Hughes o Lwydlo. 
Mam Edward ap Richard oedd ....? verch Richard 


Herbert o Drefaldwyn. 


Mam John ap Meredydd oedd .. .. verch James Pryce 


or Fynachdy yn Sir Faeshyfaid. 


Mam Meredydd ap Rhys vedd Margred verch ac eti- 








feddes Ieuan ap Owen (ap Meredydd ap Dafydd 
ap Gruff. Fychan ap Gruff. ap Einion ap Sulien 
ap Kariadog ap Gollwyn) o’r Neuadd-Wen. 


1 Esquire of the Body to Henry VII. 
2 Elizabeth, the younger daughter. 
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Y FAENOL 


Arthur Prys ap Edward Prys' ap Arthur Prys’ ap 
Mathew goch ap Thomas ap Rhys ap rt Llwyd 
ap. Dafydd ap Einion Fel Ach y Drenewydd. 

Mam Arthur Prys oedd ....* ferch Nicholas Robinson 
Escob Bangor. Chwaer oedd hi i William Robin - 
son o Wersyllt. 

Mam Edward Prys oedd ....* ferch ... .° Bouchier 
Arglwydd y Bath. 

Mam Arthur Prys ap Mathew goch (o'r Drenewydd) 
oedd Joyce verch Ieuan Gwyn ap James ap 
Rhys o’r Mynachty yn Sir Faeshyfaid. 

Arthur Prys ap Edward Prys a briododd Mary v 

Owen Fychan o Llwydiarth ap John Fychan ; ag y bu 
iddynt ferch ag etifeddes a briododd Mr. Devereux.* 


KEDEWAIN. YM MHA LE (?)." 


Howell ap Ieuan Lloyd ap Ieuan ap Owen ap Mere- 
dydd (yr hwn a elwyd y Koch o Bowys) ap Dafydd ap 
Gruff. fychan ap Gryff. ap Einion ap Edward ap Silien 
ap Kariadog ap Kollwyn. 

Mam Howell ap Ieuan oedd Margred verch Ieuan 

Teg ap Deio ap Llyw. ap Einion Kylynin. 

Mam Margred oedd Goleubryd verch Mades ap Ieuan 
Fychan ap Gruff. ap Llyw. 

Mam Goleubryd oedd Mallt verch Rhys Gethin o 
Fuellt, chwaer Sir Richord Gethin yr hwn a 
wnawd yn Farchog Urddol yn Ffraink. 

Mam Ieuan ap Owen (or Neuadd Wen) oedd Gwen- 
llian verch Dafydd ap Ieuan ap Owen ap Dafydd 
or Wysitli. 

Mam Owen oedd Lleuku verch Ieuan ap Madoc 


gwenwys. 


1 High Sheriff for co. Mont., 1586. 

2 High Sheriff for Montgomeryshire, 1578. 

3 Margred. 4 Bridget. 5 John. 6 Obiit 1682. 
7 Aberbechan (?). 
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TREGYNON. 


Lewis Blaene ap Dafydd’ Lloyd Blaene ap Thomas 
ap Ieuan Lloyd ap Gruff. ap Ieuan Blaene ap Gruff. ap 
Lyw. fychan ap Llyw. o’r Pant ‘ap Llyw. ap Meilir gryg 
ap Gruff. ap Ifor ap Owen ap Rodri neu Bledwr ap 
Aeddan ap Brochwel ap Aeddan. 

Mam Dafydd Lloyd Blaene oedd Gwenllian Herl 
verch Thomas Herl. 

Gwraig ddiwetha Thomas ap Ieuan Lloyd oedd Mar- 

gred verch Sir Richard Herbert hir o Drefaldwyn. 

Mam Thomas ap Ieuan Lloyd oedd Kattrin® verch 
Meredydd ap Rhys ap Dafydd Llwyd ap Dafydd 
ap Einion. brawd gwbl a Thomas ap Rhys o’r 
Drenewydd. 

Mam Meredydd ap Rhys oedd Margred verch ac eti- 
feddes leuan ap Owen ap Meredydd ap Dafydd 
ap Gruff. fychan ap Gruff. ap Einion ap Sulien. 

Mam Ieuan Lloyd oedd Gwenllian® verch Howel ap 
Meredydd fychan ap Meredydd ap Philip ap 
Gruff. ap Meredydd ap Einion ap Cynfelyn ap 
Dolffyn ap Riwallon ap Madoc ap Cadwyan ap 
Bleddyn ap Cynfyn. 

Mam Gruff. ap Ieuan Blaene oedd Elen verch Llyw. 
ap Dafydd ap Ievan ap Llyw. ap Tudr ap Grono 
ap Einion ap Seissyllt o Feirionydd. 

Gwraig (gyntaf) Thomas ap Ieuan o Dregynon a mam 
Dafydd Llwyd Blaene oedd Gwenllian (fel y 
dywedwyd or blaen) ferch Thomas Herl ap Sion 
Herl ap Thomas Herl: a chwaer Gwenllian 
oedd Elizabeth mam y hén Simmwnd Thelwal: a 

Mam Gwenllian uchod oedd Kattrin verch Dafydd 
las ap Howel ap Cad. ap Howel fychan ap 
Howel ap Gruff. ap Howel Sais ap Howel ap 
Lleission ap Rhys fychan ap Gruff. ap Rhys ap 
Tewdwr Mawr. 


1 Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 1577, 1585. 
2 Jane according to Lewys Dwnn, Heraldic Vis., vol. i, p. 299. 
5 loned, v. Howel ap Meredydd. (Ibid.) 
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CERI YN MAELIENYDD. 


Mathew ap Moris ap Thomas ap Rhys ap Dafydd 
Lloyd (o’r Drenewydd ap Dafydd ap Einion). 
Mathew goch a Moris ap Thomas oeddynt Frodyr. 
Mab i Mathew ap Moris oedd Ieuan ap Mathew: a 
mab i Ieuan oedd Erasmus Evans: a mab i Erasmus 
oedd Mathew: a gwraig Mathew oedd Mary verch 
Roger Kynaston. . 
Mam Mathew oedd .... ferch Thomas Kynaston ap 
Roger Kynaston o Fortyn o Fargred verch 
Richard Stane fychan o Groes Oswallt. 


BROCHDYN, TREF ESGOB, USTUS GWYNEDD. 


Robert Broughton ap Richard Broughton ap Robert 
Broughton ap Sion ap Cadwaladr' ap Llyw. ap Tudr o 
Frochdyn. 

Mam Cadwaladr oedd .... ferch Gruff. ap Siankin, 

chwaer i Farged gwraig Sir Gruff. Fychan. 

Mam Robert ap Sion oedd Elin? verch John Lloyd ap 

John ap Meredydd ap Howel ap Meredydd. 

Mam Richard Broughton oedd....’ ferch Sion Wynn 

ap Renallt ap Sir Gruff. Fychan. 


MOEL Y GARTH, CEGYDFA. 


Brochwel Griffiths ap John Griffiths ap Thomas Grif- 
fiths ap Thomas ap Gruffydd ap Dafydd ap Owen ap 
Teuan Llwyd ac i Ednowain ap Bradwen o Ynys neu 
Llys Bradwen yn ymyl Dolgelleu. 

Mam Brochwel (yr wan 1728) yw Sarah ferch Thomas. 

Williams Person Llangyniew ac i Riryd ap 
Cadwgan ap Madoc Arglwydd Deuddwr. 
Mam John Griffiths oedd Ann ferch John Richard o. 


Gwmgoror Castell Caereinion. 


2 Cadwaladr ap Ieuan ap Llyw. (Lewis Dwnn’s Vis., vol. i, p. 329.) 
* Eliz. verch John Lloyd ap Evan, of Gwern y Go. (Ibid.) 
3 Sian. (Ibid.) 
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EDNHOP A PHENTREF COCH Y GWENITH, 


Richard! ap Howel ap Gruff. ap Siankyn ap Gruff. 
fychan ap Gruff. ap Ieuan ap Madoc ap Llyw. ap Hoedliw 
ap Iefa ap Cad. ap Elystan Glodrudd. 

Mam Richard oedd Sioned verch Ieuan ap Meredydd 
ap Maelgwn ap Cadwallon ap Madoc ap Idnerth 
ap Cadwgan ap Elystan Glodrudd. 

Mam Howel ap Gruff. ap Siankyn oedd Angharad? 
verch Howel ap Meredydd fychan ap Meredydd 
ap Philip ap Gruff. ap Meredydd ap Einion ap 

' Cynfelyn ap Dolffyn. 


LLAI NEU LEIGHTON. 


Charles Lloyd ap Oliver Lloyd ap Humphrey Lloyd 
ap Dafydd Lloyd ap Sir Gruff. fychan ap Gruff. ap 
Ieuan ap Madoc ap Cadwgan Wenwys ap Gruffydd ap 
Beli ap Selef ap Brochwel ap Aeddan ap Cyngen ap 
Elisau ap Gwylawg ap Beli ap Gwarwyn ap Brochwel 
Ysgythrog. 

Mam Oliver Lloyd oedd Gwen. verch Thomas ap Rhys 
ap Davydd Lloyd, chwaer un fam un dad a 
Mathew goch. 

Mam Humphrey Lloyd oedd Elen verch Ienkin Ky- 
naston ap Gruff. ap Siankin. 

Mam Charles Lloyd oedd Blaense verch Sir Charles 
Herbert ap Sir William Herbert ap William 
Herbert Iarll Penfro ap Sir William Thomas. 

Mam Blaense oedd Elizabeth verch Sir Gruftydd ap 
Sir Rhys ap Thomas. 

Mam Elizabeth oedd Kattrin verch Sir John St. John. 

Mam Kattrin oedd Katherin verch John Duwk o 
Somerset ap John Duwk o Somerset ap John o 
Gawnt. 

Mam Sir John St. John oedd .... verch .... Nefil 

~ Tarll Westmorland. 

1 Sergeant-at-Arms to Henry VIII; Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, 
1554, 1555. (Mont. Coll., vol. iii, p. 333.) 


? Ankret verch Meredith Vaughan of Maesmawr. (Lewis Dwnn’s 


Vis., vol. i, p. 289.) 
5 
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Mam Sir Charles Herbert oedd Blaense verch Sir 
Simmwnt Mulbwrn o Swydd Gaerloyw. 

Plant Gruffydd' Fychan o Bowys oedd Dafydd Lloyd, 
Cadwaladr a Reinallt. 

Mam Dafydd Lloyd ap Sir Gruffydd a Chadwaladr a 
Reinallt oédd Margred verch Gruffydd ap Ian- 
kin Arglwydd Brockdyn. 

Mam Margred verch Gruffydd oedd Gwenhw. Owl- 
bri verch ac etifeddes Dafydd fychan ap Teuan 
ap Dafydd goch ap Ieuan ap Tudr fychan ap 
Tudr goch ap Tudr Llwyd ap Ednowain ap 
Brad wen. 

Mam Sir Gruffydd Fychan oedd Mawd verch Gruff- 
ydd ap Rhys fongam ap Ieuan Fychan ap Ieuan 
ap Rhys ap Llawdden. 

Mam Mawd v. Gruffydd oedd Elizabeth v. Gruff. ap 
Gwenwynwyn ap Owain Cyfeiliog. 

Mam hono oedd Margred v. Sir Howel y Pedolau ap 
Gruffydd ap Torwerth ap Meredydd ap Methu- 
salem ap Hwfa ap Cynddelw, un o'r 15 Llwyth. 


DOLARDDYN, 1728. 


|John Wynn ap Gabriel ap Gabriel Wynn ap] John 
Wynn ap Gabriel ap Sion Wynn ap Owen ap Sion 
Wynn ap Dafydd ap Meredydd ap Dafydd Llwyd o 
Deuddwr ap Gruff. fychan ap Gruffydd Deuddwr ap 
Teuan ap Madoc ap Owen ap Meiric ap Pasgen ap 
Gwyn ap Gruffydd Arglwydd Cegidfa, 

1728 Plant Gabriel Wynn yw John a Gabriel a Harri; 
ac o ferched Ann, Mary, Magdalen, a Judith. 

Mam Sion Wynn oedd Ann verch Edward Prys Esq. 
Cyfreithiwr. 

Mam Ann oedd Elizabeth v. ac etifeddes Gruff. 
Llwyd ap Edward Lloyd o'r Maesmawr ap 
Thomas Lloyd ap Hugh Lloyd ap Cadwaladr 
ap Sir Gruffydd Fychan. 

Mam Gabriel Wynn oedd Mawd verch Howel Fychan?’ 
Esq. ap Owen ap Sion ap Howel Fychan o 
Llwydiarth. 


1 Yorke’s Royal Tribes, p. 82. 2 Of Coed Talog. 
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Mam Sion Wynn ap Owen oedd Gwen Lloyd, v. 
Thomas ap Llyw. Person Castell Caereinion ap 
Llyw. ap Madoc goch ap Iorwerth goch ap 
Heilin fychan ap Heilin ap Ievaf ap Sieffri ap 
Grono ap Owen ap Uchdryd ap Edwin. 

Mam Owen ap Sion Wynn oedd Elen verch Dafydd 
ap Robert ap Dafydd ap Sion ap Ednyfed. 

Mam Sion Wynn ap Dafydd ap Meredydd oedd Elen ~ 
verch Sion Prys ap Hugh. 

Mam Dafydd ap Meredydd oedd Lowry v. Gruff. 
Caron’ ap Gruffydd ap Ieuan ap Madoc ap 
Gwenwynwyn ap Owain Cyfeiliog ap Gruffydd 
ap Meredydd ap Bleddyn ap Cynfyn. 

Mam Meredydd ap Dafydd Llwyd Deuddwr oedd 
....’ verch ac etifeddes Llyw. ap Dafydd Llwch 
ap Madoc ap Ririd ap Cadwgan [neu Ririd ap 
Cadwgan ap Madoc ap Ririd ap Cadwgan ap 
—— ap lorwerth Kilfawr ap Mael Maelien- 

dd. 

Mam "hae ap Madoc oedd Annest v. Adda ap 
Madoc 0 Geri, ac i Elystan Glodrudd. 

Mam Madoc ap Owen oedd Gwen verch Howel ap 
Iorwerth ap Meredydd Benwyn (Arwystli). 

Mam Owen ap Meiric oedd Gwerfyl v. ac etifeddes 
Ieuan goch ap Rhys Gwnle (Argl. Martyn) ap 
Rys ap Rys fychan ap Dafydd ap Gruff. chwith 
i Elystan Glodrudd. 

Mam Meiric ap Pasgen oedd Nest verch Llyw. fychan 
ap Llyw. ap Einion ap Llyw. ap Meilir gryg ac 
i Frochwel Ysgythrog. 


BRYNGWYN. 


Elizabeth ferch ac etifeddes Oliver Lloyd ap Dafydd 
ap Sion (1652) ap Robert ap Davydd Lloyd ap 
Howel ap Sion ap Ieuan fychan ap Howel ap 
Meredydd ap Gruffydd ap Tudr ap Madoc ap 
Einion ap Madoc ap Gwallog ap Eginir ap Lles 

» Caron=Carno(?) See Lewis Dwnn’s Vis., vol. i, p. 293. 
2 Eva (?) (Jbid.) 
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ap Idnerth Benfras o Faesbrwe ap Uchdryd ap 
Edwin K. 

Elizabeth v. ac etifeddes Oliver Lloyd a briododd John 
Kinaston 0 Riwfabon ap Roger ap Humphrey ap 
Roger Kinaston o Fortyn ap Humphrey Kinas- 
ton Wyllt, &c. 

Chwiorydd i John Kinaston a briododd Elizabeth 
verch Oliver Lloyd o'r Bryngwyn oedd Mary 
gwraig Mathew Evans o Geri a Lettice gwraig 
William Moris o Llansilin. 

Mam Sion (1652) ap Robert Lloyd o’r Bryngwyn oedd 
Mared verch Reinallt ap Dafydd ap Gruffydd 
ap Meredydd ap Ednyfed gam ap Iorwerth foel 
ap Iorwerth fychan ap yr hén Iorwerth ap 
Owen ap Bleddyn ap Tudr ap Rhys Sais: a 
Mared oedd chwaer gwhl i William ap Reinallt 
o Gareghofa. 

Plant Sion (1652) ap Robert o Ermin verch Randl 
Hanmer oedd Robert Lloyd, Dafydd, Thomas, 
Edward, Jeffre, Hugh, Roger, Rondl, a Hum- 
phrey Lloyd: o ferched Lowry gwraig Robert 
ap Robert ap Hugh ap Dafydd or Park yn 

.Llanfechain; a Margred gwraig Sion Fychan ap 


Rhydderch ap Sion ap Howel Fychan. Fel yn © 


Ach Llwydiarth. 
Thomas, Sieffre, ac Elis Lloyd o'r Kryw oedd frodyr 
un fam a Robert Lloyd o’r Bryngwyn. 


Howel ap Sion ap Ieuan o’r Bryngwyn oeddynt 


a Sion Wynn ap Sion ap Ieuan or Ffinnant Frodyr 


a Dafydd ap Sion ap Ieuan o’r Frongain 


LLANFFYNHON-WEN. 
Priamus Lloyd ap Richard Lloyd ap Richard Lloyd 


ap Oliver Lloyd ap Dafydd Lloyd fychan ap Dafydd 
Lloyd ap Sir Gruffydd fychan ap Gruffydd ap Ieuan 
ap Madoc ua Cadwgan Wenwys. 


Mam Richard Lloyd ap Oliver oedd Gwenllian verch 
Gruffydd ap Howel ap Ieuan Blaene ap Gruf- 
fydd ap Llyw. fychan ap Llyw. ap Meilir gryg. 
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Mam Oliver Lloyd oedd Fargred verch ac etifeddes 
Sion Middleton o Drefaldwyn ap Pirs Middle- 
ton ap Robert Multwn ap Philip Multwn! ap 
Sir Alexander Middleton. 


LLWYDIARTH YM MHOWYS, 


Owen? Fychan ap Sion’ ap Owen ap Sion ap Howel 
Fychan ap Howel ap Gruffydd ap Siankin ap Llyw. ap 
Einion ap Kylynin ap Ririd ap Kynddelw ap Iorwerth 
ap Gwrgenau ap Uchdryd ap Aleth Brenin Dyfed. 

Mam Owen Fychan oedd Doritie verch Howel Fy- 
chan [ap Howel] ap Dafydd Lloyd ap Dafydd 
ap Ieuan Fychan ap Gruffydd ap Ieuan ap 
Gruffydd ap Madoe ap Iorwerth ap Madoc ap 
Ririd Flaidd. 

Mam Sion ap Owen Fychan oedd Margred verch ac 
etifeddes Owen ap Meredydd ap Llyw. fychan 
or Gorddwr yn Maelienydd. 

Mam Owen ap Sion ap Howel Fychan oedd Elizabeth 
Grae verch Sion Grae ap Humphre Grae ap 
Harri Grae [arl.* 

Mam Elizabeth Grae oedd Elin verch Owen ap Ieuan 
Teg ap Dio ap Llyw. ap Einion ap Kylynin 
megis o'r blaen. 

Mam Elin oedd Kattrin verch Reinalt ap Sir Gruf- 
fydd Fychan ap Gruffydd ap Ieuan ap Madoc 
ap Cadwgan Wenwys. 

Mam Kattrin oedd Alis verch Gruffydd ap Ieuan 
Gethin ap Madoc Kyffin. 

Mam Sion ap Howel Fychan oedd Elin verch Sion 
ap Meredydd ap Ieuan ap Meredydd ap Howel 
ap Dafydd ap Gruffydd ap Kariadog ap Thomas 
ap Rodri ap Owen Gwynedd. 


1 Pa fodd y oedd Sisseli gwraig y Ririd Bython yn etifeddes, 
mab yn nghyfraith oedd Philip i Sir Alexander Middleton. 

2 High Sheriff for co. Denbigh, 1601. 

8 High Sheriff for co. Montgomery, 1583. 

* Karl of Tankerville. 
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Mam Howel Fychan oedd Margred verch Ieuan! ap 
Owen ap Meredydd ap Dafydd ap Gruffydd 
Fychan. 

Mam Howel ap Gruffydd oedd Malt verch Howel 
Selef ap Meiric Llwyd ap Ynyr Fychan. Cais 
Ach Nannau. 

Mam Gruffydd ap Siankin ap Llyw. ap Einion oedd 
— verch Ieuan Gethin ap Madoc 

n. 

Mam Scant oedd Mared? verch Ieuan ap Madoc 
ap Cadwgan Wenwys. ( 

Plant Owen Fychan oedd Sion Fychan, Sir Robert \ 
Fychan, Roger’ Fychan, Edward‘ Fychan, Kely- | 
nin Fychan a Roland Fychan, ac o ferched i 
Doritie gwraig William Salbri o Rug; a Mary 
gwraig Arthur Prys o'r Faenol. 

Mam y plant hyn oedd Kattrin® verch ac etifeddes 
Moris ap Robert ap Moris o Llangedwyn. 
Plant Sion ap Owen oedd Owen Fychan ; a Julian 
wraig Edward Prys ap Sion Prys o’r Drenew- 
ydd; Elizabeth gwraig Dafydd Lloyd Drap 
ap Roger Lloyd or Trallwng ; Margred gwraig 
Roger Kynaston 0 Hordle: Sian gwraig Hugh 
Harris or Mwythig, ac un mab a fu iddi; 
Gaenor gwraig Rhys Thomas o Estyncolwypn ; 
Doritie gwraig Andrew Meredydd o Lantanad, 
ag wedi [iddo farw] gwraig Simmwnt Thelwal 
o Blas y Ward ; a Kattrin gwraig Sidney Elis 

ap Elis ap Elis ap Richard. 

Plant Howel Fychan ap Howel ap Gruffydd ap Sian- 
kin oedd Sion ap Howel Fychan ac Humphre 
ap Howel Fychan ; a deg o ferched, sef 

1. Lowri gwraig Dafydd Lloyd ap Dafydd ap Ieuan 
fychan o Lan y Llyn Tegid. 

2. Mallt gwraig Howel Llwyd ap Dafydd ap Meredydd. 


1 Of Neuaddwen. 
2 Arddun v. Ieuan ap Madoc. (Mont. Coll., vol. v, p. 400.) 

8 Entered a member of the Inner Temple in 1614. (Ibid., p. 409.) 
+ Entered a member of the Inner Temple in 1618. (Ibid.) 

® Obiit Nov. 11, 1607. Buried at Llangedwyn. 
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3. Kattrin gwraig Thomas Lloyd ap Dafydd Lloyd 
ap Howel ap Moris o Fodlith yn Ngynlleth ac 
wedi marw Thomas Lloyd gwraig Dafydd Lloyd 
o'r Bettws. 

Margred gwraig Sir Meredith Manley o Sir Gaer- 
lleon. 

Gwen gwraig Edmund Corbet o blwyf Gwrddyn. 

. Elizabeth gwraig Gruff. ap William ap Gruff. Der- 
was or Kemes. 

Elin gwraig Thomas ap Harri ap Kynwric o Teg- 
eingl. 

8. Sian Seeds Morgan ap Sion ap Ieuan ap Rhys o 
Lan-y-llyn. 

Ann gwraig Edward Lloyd ap Dafydd Lloyd ap 
Sir Gruffydd Fychan Marchog o Bowys. 

10. Marri gwraig Hugh ap Ieuan ap Dafydd Lloyd ap 
Llyw. ap Gruffydd o Llanwrin: ac wedi iddo 
farw priododd Moris ap Owen ap Ieuan ap 
Owen o Riwsaeson yn Llanbrynmair. 

Dafydd Lloyd ap Howel, a Moris ap Howel oeddent 
feibion i Howel Fychan o gariad-ferch. 

Plant Sion Fychan ap Owen Fychan o...... ’ ferch 
Richard Herbert o Drefaldwyn oedd dwy o fer- 
ched ac etifeddesau. 

Plant Sir Robert Fychan o Kattrin verch William 
Herbert Arglwydd Powys oedd Herbert Fychan, 
ac Elenor Fychan a briododd Mr. John Purcel 
o Nant y Cryba. 

Plant Roger Kinaston o Farged verch Sion ap Owen 
Fychan oedd Edward Kinaston o Hordle a Sion 

uate o ferched yn 

. Kattrin gwraig Walter Gruffydd o Lanfechain. 

. Margred gwraig Thomas Tanat o Abertanat. 

Brudense gwraig Richard Blodwel. 

Mary gwraig Sion Fychan o Lan-y-llyn. 

Sian gwraig Edward Evanse o Dryll y Pobydd. 

Ac Elizabeth gwraig Richard Hanmer o Pentre 
Pant. 


> 


Nae 


i) 


Fe eH pe 


2 Margaret. 


(To be continued.) 











Miscellaneous Potices. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Cambrian Archeological Association 
for 1887 will be held at Denbigh, on Monday the 22nd of August 
and following days, under the presidency of CuarLes SaLUsBURY 
Mainwaring, Esq., of Galltfaenan. 


Mr. Auten, photographer, of Tenby, is about to publish a series 
of photographic views of thirty castles, abbeys, and cathedrals in 
South Wales and Monmouthshire. The selection is excellent, and 
they are to be accompand with short historical notices. The issue 
will be an edition de luxe, and will cost twelve guineas. We have 
reason to believe that high as is the price, the character of the 
photographs and the descriptions will be worthy of it. 





Fiint Otp Cuurcu, SEPULCHRAL SLABS DISCOVERED IN OLD CuuRcH 
Watts.—Many sepulchral slabs with ornamentations along their 
surface were discovered in taking down the old church walls. They 
were sold to Sir Stephen Glynne, Bart., for £8 or so, and were 
removed by him, presumedly, to Hawarden Castle. It would 
be well if all these slabs were described and delineated in the 
pages of the Archeologia Cambrensis. Flint being an ancient forti- 
fied town on the confines of England, many persons of note would 
be buried in and around the church. Probably these old slabs 
would throw some light on the history of the town or of the com- 
manders of the garrison lodged in the Castle. The writer is in- 
debted for the information respecting these slabs to the Rev. T. B. 
Ll. Browne, who rebuilt Flint Church. E. O. 





Firnt Cuvrcu, SeputcHraL SLABS FOUND IN THE OLD CHURCHYARD 
Watu.—A couple of years ago the present Rector of Flint, the Rev. 
W. Li. Nicholas, rebuilt the dilapidated churchyard wall facing 
High Street. In taking the old wall down the workmen came 
upon a very perfect though small fourteenth century sepulchral 
slab with ornamentations along its surface, and they also discovered 
fragments of other similar slabs embedded in the wall. These are 
all preserved by the Rector. The north wall is about to be reno- 
vated, and it is very likely that other interesting remains will be 
discovered when the old stones are being removed, and we are glad 
to know that they will be carefully looked after by the Rector. 

KE. O 
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Lianppocxt, Stone 1n Cuurca WALL wits IniTIALs on 1T.—Built 
into the churchyard wall is a small boulder-stone with the letters 
Mm. Pon the top part of the stone, and immediately underneath these 
letters is the date 1710; and underneath this date are the letters 
and date, wR 1722, ina line. The Rev. J. Pugh Evans, the Rec- 
tor of the parish, informed the writer that he was told that stones 
of this kind have been found in the churchyard when graves are 
being dug, and the parishioners think they were commemorative of 
the dead. They might have been so; stones with letters and 
dates on them are to be found in other churchyard walls. There 
ure several such stones in Derwen churchyard wall, and these were 
undoubtedly placed where they are by the builders of the church- 
yard wall to indicate the length of wall that they had built, and 
had nothing whatever to do with the dead. Even at the risk 
of depriving the parishioners of Llanddoget of a popular idea, the 
writer ventures to suggest that this was the origin of the lettered 
stones found in their churchyard wall. E. O. 





Boprari Caurca, Hoty Water Stour FOUND IN OLD CuurcH WALL. 
—When the old church was being taken down, there was disco- 
vered, built into the wall of the south porch, a holy water stoup, 
which is preserved in the Rectory grounds. The bowl is ovoidal in 
form, and is cut into an oblong slab of stone. The projecting part 
of the stoup is plainly dressed. The part that entered the wall, as 
would be expected, is undressed. E. O. 


Sir Toomas Puruiipps’ Lisrary.—The following account of Sir 
Thomas Phillipps and his library, a portion of which, we under- 
stand, has recently been purchased for the Free Library at Cardiff, 
from the pen of a former Librarian, Mr. John Rowlands (Giraldus), 
will be interesting to Welsh antiquaries :— 

“Sir Thomas Phillipps was descended from the Phillippses of 
Cilsant in Carmarthenshire. His father was a rich cotton merchant 
in Manchester, and when he retired from business he purchased the 
estate of Middle Hill, near Broadway, in Worcestershire, which he 
left in his will to his son, Mr. Thomas Phillipps, and to his eldest 
son or daughter after him. Mr. Phillipps was educated at Oxford, 
where he graduated as a B.A.; and after his father’s death he mar- 
ried a daughter of General Molyneux, and was created a Baronet. 
At this time he kept a large establishment at Middle Hill, and used 
to travel about in a coach and four. They had three daughters ; 
and on his wife’s death he sold his horses and carriages, and de- 
voted himself to the collection of histories, pedigrees, and anti- 
quities. He soon filled his house from floor to ceiling with books 
and pictures. He kept a private press, with compositors and 
binders, and used to keep his daughters transcribing MSS. from 
morning to night. No servants were allowed to enter the library 
except under his supervision. 





76 MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


“ Middle Hill soon became too small to hold his books, and he 
resolved to transfer them to Oxford, and bought an omnibus in 
London to convey them thither. But when Lord Northwick’s Pic- 
ture Gallery at Thirlestane House, in Cheltenham, was sold, Sir 
Thomas took a lease of it, and removed thither. He would not 
trust his books to the railway, but sent them in the omnibus, under 
the charge of two servants ; aud this process occupied two years, 
with two journeys a week. The house was filled with books, which 
were kept in boxes piled one upon another, with their lids opening 
downwards. The library was estimated at 40,000 volumes, and 
was supposed to be one of the largest private ones in Europe. 

“In 1863 Mr. Rowlands was appointed Librarian and Welsh 
correspondent to Sir Thomas, who had now set his whole mind on 
collecting Welsh antiquities and manuscripts. He bought up all 
the Welsh manuscripts of Carnhuanawe and the works of the early 
Welsh bards. Many of these were transcribed by the Librarian for 
the use of the English compositors, who did not understand a word 
of Welsh, and the process of printing was unusually slow and 
tedious. Among these transcripts were the charters of the Priory 
of St. John the Baptist at Carmarthen, and other Welsh charters, 
as well as notes on Lewis Dwnn. Mr. Rowlands travelled on foot 
through the counties of Pembroke, Carmarthen, and Glamorgan, in 
search of historical antiquities, and the result was published in 
1865. Sir Thomas arranged the manuscripts at Picton Castle, and 
at one time resolved to leave his books to Wales, and he took 
Manorbier Castle for the purpose of placing them there; but he 
afterwards changed his mind. 

‘He was twice married, his second wife being a daughter of thie 
Rev. William Mansell, one of. the Mansells of Carmarthenshire. 
He had a great antipathy to Roman Catholics, and left strict in- 
junctions in his will that none such was to cross the threshold 
of Thirlstane House. If such a thing took place, then the will 
was to be void, and his daughters to lose all. The library was closed 
at the request of its owner, but permission was granted by the 
Court of Chancery for the sale of the duplicate volumes, of which 
there were a great many. Among those purchased for the Free 
Library at Cardiff were a copy of the Heraldic Visitations of Wales, 
with Sir Thomas Phillipps’ manuscript corrections, and others wit 
his manuscript notes and emendations.”’ 
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Luspus Patrum Morcaniz Et GLAMORGANIZ; being the Genealogies 
of the Older Families of the Lordships of Morgan and Glamor- 
gan. Now for the first time collected, collated, and printed by 
Georce T. Crark, F.S.A., of Talygarn, with Indexes of Names 
and Places. London: Wyman and Sons, 74-76, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 1886. 


To an ordinary reader this volume has a forbidding aspect, as being 
full of names and genealogies, and one can imagine the average 
Englishman turning from it with a sound of “ Dryasdust” on his 
lips; but to the antiquary and county historian, and especially to 
those of Glamorgan, the “dust” will be that of March, of which 
folk-lore tells us that “a peck is worth its weight in gold”. 

Two circumstances give the work a more than ordinary value : 
first, that it is the production of so learned and accurate a writer as 
Mr. G. T. Clark; and secondly, that “it stands alone”. ‘ There 
was not”, he tells us in his Preface, “and even now there is not, 
any other printed collection of Glamorgan pedigrees, excepting the 
meagre and very scarce folio of Sir Thomas Phillipps. Lewis 
Dwon’s Visitation of Wales in the Yeurs 1586 and 1613, printed by 
Sir S. R. Meyrick in 1846, in two handsome and now very high- 
priced volumes, though copious for the northern and mid-Welsh 
counties, and for Carmarthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan, omits 
Glamorgan and Brecknock.” 

The first appearance of these genealogies, we are further told, 
was made “nearly a quarter of a century ago, in the columns of 
The Merthyr Guardian. They were derived from many sources: 
some from local collections, of which there exist three or four of the 
age of Elizabeth or James I, in private hands, unprinted, and but 
little known ; some from the Harleian Collection, also in manuscript, 
in the British Museum; some from ‘he Golden Grove Book, also a 
manuscript, now by the liberality of the Earl of Cawdor lodged in 
the Public Record Office; and others from the collection of Sir 
Isaac Heard, bequeathed to the College of Arms, of which a few 
copies were privately printed by Sir Thomas Phillipps in 1845.” 

To the material thus collected with more than usual fulness, and 
corrected with great care, some “new matter has been added from 
the very valuable collections of Mr. Wakeman, now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Octavius Morgan. The pedigrees drawn from these 
sources have been collated one with another, and in some cases 
verified or corrected by reference to parish registers, registers of 
wills, the records of the great sessions of the county, the records of 
the realm, and occasionally by reference to charters and conveyances 
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of land, and similar documents preserved in private and public col- 
lections. In this way many omissions have been made good, many 
errors corrected, and here and there a redundancy cut off; the 
general result being a tolerably complete collection of county pedi- 
grees, some ostensibly ascending to the times of Fitz Hamon and 
the De Clare Earls; and others, more copious and far more trust- 
worthy, to the reigns of the Stuart Kings; and descending occa- 
sionally to the middle and end of the eighteenth century.” 

We have quoted thus extensively from the Preface in order to 
show the variety of sources from which the information was culled, 
and also the extreme care taken to verify and correct the state- 
ments. We might do the same with equal advantage with regard 
to the valuable Introduction, in which Mr. Clark draws attention 
to “the difference between the Celtic and Teutonic races in their 
treatment of their genealogies”, and then enumerates some of the 
chief stocks of the old Glamorganshire families. 

But we have done enough to show the scope, method, and relia- 
bility of the work ; a work we have ourselves already had the satis- 
faction of testing, as well as deriving from it much special informa- 
tion. One point only will we further refer to in passing, as bearing 
much more strongly on other less favoured parts of the Principality, 
viz., the loss of records. ‘In this lordship there must at one time 
have existed a tolerably perfect series of records, seeing that the 
whole was held in fee of one lord, and subject to the usual ward- 
ships, escheats, forfeitures, fines, and other incidents of feudal 
tenure. The returns were made to the lord’s exchequer at Cardiff, 
and by means of them the revenues must have been calculated and 
collected. Unfortunately the whole of these records, and it is be- 
lieved those also of the later exchequer at Ludlow, are lost, and it 
is unknown where or how.” 

An enumeration of the chief family stocks of Glamorgan is headed 
by that of Gwaithvoed, from whom descended the families of “ Mat- 
thew of Llandaff, Thomas of Llanbradach, Lewis of Van, and their 
cadets, Prichard of Llancairn, and probably Williams, otherwise 
Cromwell, of which families two only are extant in the male line.” 
Next comes the stock of Iestyn ap Gwrgan, the native Prince, dis- 
possessed by the Normans, from whom about two score families are 
derived. Their crest was the Paschal Lamb, with the motto, ‘ Vin- 
cit qui patitur.” After him, Einion ap Collwyn, or Einion Fradwr 
(the Traitor), from whom about forty Glamorgan families, of 
whom Prichard of Collena is probably the only family descended in 
the male line, and still retaining their ancient estate. Bleddyn ap 
Maenarch, Prince of Brecknock, is still represented, through Colonel 
Philip Jones of Commonwealth fame, by Jones of Fonmén. Gwilym 
ap Ienkin of Gwerndu, ancestor of Gwilym Ddu, that Earl of Pem- 
broke who was a leading supporter of the White Rose, was the 
progenitor of the race of Herbert ; and from him also Jones (now 
Herbert) of Llanarth, Herbert of Muckross, Jones Lord Ranelagh, 
and Thomas of Pwll-y-vrach, claim descent. Branches of the Her- 
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berts, by the distaff, are represented by the Duke of Beaufort in 
Gower, the Marquis of Bute in Cardiff, and the Earl of Powis in 
Montgomeryshire. The Earls of Pembroke and Montgomery are 
those who have given most lustre to the names. 

The Norman followers of Fitz-Hamon, also the “ Advens”, who 
settled along the Glamorgan littoral, the Flemings, Kemeys, St. 
Johns, Sanfords, Sullys, Turbervilles, and many others, as well as 
those who settled in Gower, the chief of whom were the “‘ Penrices, 
lords of Penrice, whose heiress carried their manors to the Mansells 
of Margam”’, are all treated in detail, and with great fulness, in the 
body of the work. Nor is it only an enumeration of names, but in 
many instances much biographical information is added from various 
sources ; and the great difficulty which so often attaches to Welsh 
pedigrees, from the omission of dates and verifications, is to a cer- 
tain extent obviated by the tabulated forms into which their sub- 
stance is thrown, and the co-ordination of the cadet brarches in 
their due relative position on the remarkably elaborate and compre- 
hensive charts which accompany the letterpress. Very full indices 
of the names of the persons and places mentioned complete its 
handiness for reference. 

Mr. Clark has conferred a great literary boon on the county of 
Glamorgan, and his work will take its place as the standard one 
upon its subject. He has much more than filled the gap left by 
Lewis Dwnn, and Brecknock alone now remains without its genea- 


logist. Who will supply the place ? 
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